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1. Identify as many functions of families as possible.
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Function 
                                                


    Past             
Present
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2. For each function you've identified:
· Mark the "Past" column with a tick (() if families had this function or a cross (() if they didn't.

· Mark the "Present" column with a tick (() if families have this function or a cross (() if they don't (if you think present day families have some responsibility for the function, use the "maybe" column in the above way.

3. Any institution in society, according to Functionalism, can be relatively undifferentiated (that is, multi-functional) or relatively differentiated (that is, it has functions that no other institution can perform). According to Functionalists such as Parsons and Goode:
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a. When is family life most likely to be relatively undifferentiated?
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b. When is family life most likely to be relatively differentiated?

4.  For each function that present day families no-longer perform, what now performs this function?

           Function                                                                                    Now Performed By?

5. When Functionalists talk about the functions of an institution they refer to concepts of social regulation (the things people have to do in order to maintain social order) and social integration (the things that have to be done in order to make people feel they belong to a group or society). Which family functions primarily involve:

Social Regulation?

Social Integration?

6. Functionalists such as Parsons and Fletcher argue families are "fully functional" when they perform two main roles: the socialisation of children and adults (the giving and receiving of affection, social support and the like - what Parson's calls the "stabilisation of adult personalities") and economic provision.

Which family structure in our society is least-likely to be considered fully-functional by Functionalists?

7. In our society, women are statistically most likely to perform household / child-rearing roles while men are most likely to provide full-time economic provision. 

How would a Functionalist explain this as functional?

8. Briefly identify ways this relationship could be interpreted as exploitative.
9. Identify at least two possible criticisms of the Functionalist perspective on family life.



10. How could a Functionalist respond to / explain away your criticisms?

11. What does your answer to question 10 tell you about Functionalism (as both a theoretical perspective and a theory of family life)?
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