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Read Pages 75 - 76
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Women as a reserve army of labour								
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�Liberal Feminists


��EMBED Word.Picture.8���

































































Evaluation 


  















































�



�The Domestic Labour Debate











Since the 1970's the debate about just who is doing what in the household has been gathering momentum
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It appears that 2 conclusions can be drawn from the evidence





Things are moving towards more equality - the Liberal feminist position is a success!





Things are moving very slowly - women still bear the burden of household tasks and childrearing - even when they work
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Radical Feminism











	


Radical feminists believe that Patriarchy is the source of all our discontents in society. Essentially men exploit women as husbands, partners, sons, brothers etc













































































Evaluation


















































�
�


Negative Views Of Family Life
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Laing 1970 


working as a psychiatrist believed that family circumstances could be responsible for schizophrenia
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family - lecture notes








Most of the early Marxist work on the family was written by Engels (Marx's right hand man). Essentially Engels postulated that the development of private property came when 'mankind' settled on the land. The need for men to know who their offspring were led to patriarchal control of women. Women were forced into the home to look after children when industrialisation came along and thus the future wage slaves were produced.





Marxist feminists have taken up this issue and advocate the overthrow of capitalism as being necessary to free men and women from this position of slavery.





Socialist Feminists
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Read Pages 77-78





Liberal feminists believe that neither males nor females benefit from the gender inequalities in our society. They advocate change through legislation and education
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Read Pages 79-81
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Read Pages 82-83
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Read Pages 84-5
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In the 1960's  Edmund Leach likened the family to an 'over loaded electrical circuit waiting to blow a fuse' his main argument was that we had become too privatised and isolated in our nuclear family settings and this was causing too much pressure on relationships. He advocates breaking out from these insular units and getting in touch with our fellow human beings.





Leach was influenced by his anthropological work in tribal societies where the stress on extended families and neighbours etc is  more conducive to a healthy society





Cooper 1972 


working in the same field as Laing  attacks family life for curbing the freedom of children and suppressing their individuality. As a result subservience and obedience are promoted within society. Cooper is in tune with Marxists when he says that the family is 'an ideological conditioning device in an exploitive society' 











