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Effective Revision Organisation





The basic key to revising effectively is your ability to organise the mass of notes you’ve collected over the duration of your course. In this respect, revision initially involves the ability to impose a sense of order and structure, to create the belief you are in control of both your notes and the revision process. 





The key to control is organisation and there is a simple way for you to gain control of your revision, based around the use of key sociological concepts, theories and evidence. To do this you will need a copy of your syllabus and your notes (plus any textbooks you are using). You are going to create a number of “revision lists” based on the key ideas of your course.





List 1.





The first useful thing to do is to create a revision list that identifies the general sociological concepts that occur time after time in your studies. The concepts (“describing words”) in this first list should be ones that, with a bit of thought, could be applied to most sociological questions. For example, concepts such as:





Social class,


Gender,


Age and


Ethnicity 





are so important they will appear in most questions in some shape or form. When you note these in your general list (and then use your notes to define them if necessary) they represent key words that are easy to remember. By remembering them you will also key into a vast range of ideas that you associate with such concepts.





Other general concepts might be ideas like culture, socialisation (primary, secondary, gender, political, etc.), values, norms, roles, subculture, etc. In addition, powerful concepts such as ideology, power, hegemony, etc. could be added to the list. Simply go through your notes and find these concepts to add to your list, making sure, of course, that you have a basic understanding of them since this will enable you to apply them to various questions and situations (for example, there are always class differences and inequalities in evidence in areas such as deviance, education, family life and so forth. Once you appreciate this it is relatively easy to reflect on what these differences and inequalities might be…).




















List 2.





Your second list will consist of high-level theories. These are theories that seek to explain everything about a society. You will probably know these as sociological perspectives or meta-narratives. They include things like:





Functionalism 


Marxism 


Pluralism / Weberian sociology / Structuration 


Feminism 


Interactionism etc.





For each of these you need to identify at least five important ideas associated with them. Use your notes to help you do this (or your textbook). By doing this you should be able to apply these ideas to any question that asks you for a “perspective view” of something (deviance, education, etc.). They can also be used in conjunction with the following:





List 3.





For this list you need to work closely with each of the elements on your syllabus. For example, look at the Deviance section. Section “a” deals with “THEORIES OF CRIME AND DEVIANCE”.





The first list you need to make concerns the various concepts that are specifically relevant to this area of the syllabus (if some general concepts apply to this section, list them as well since duplication will help to remind you about how these concepts can be applied. It will also remind you of the connections that can be made between various parts of the syllabus).





For example, in terms of theories of deviance, some of the following may be familiar to you:





a. Anomie 


Status frustration.


Ends and Means (Strain theory)


(Functionalism)





b. Ecological zones / criminal areas


Differential Association


White collar crime - e.g. Sutherland (The Professional Thief)


Carson (White Collar Crime)


(Ecological theories).








c. Class sub-cultures


(Functionalist sub-cultural theories).





d. Conventional and Subterranean value systems.


Delinquency (crimes committed by juveniles aged 10 - 17).


Labelling


Social reaction.


Deviancy amplification


Moral Panic


(Interactionism)





e. Alienation


Power


Dominant ideology


Crimes of the powerful (upper class / big business crime)


(Marxism)





f. Resistance through ritual


Hegemony


Class conflict


(Radical Criminology)





g. Defensive Space


Designing Out Crime


Opportunist crimes (e.g. petty theft, motor theft)


(New Right Realism)





h. Political marginalisation


Relative deprivation 


(Class) subcultures 


(New Left Realism).





When you have done this (I’ve chosen this example because it is particularly clear - some (most) areas of the syllabus will involve far fewer specific concepts), use any high-level theories as the basis of a subsequent list. For example:





a. Functionalist -type theories of deviance.





Under this, you can then list any middle-range theories (a theory that attempts to explain some specific aspect of society. For example, a theory that attempts to explain the relationship between age and crime). You should also include any examples of evidence / studies that support the theory. For example:














Anomie theory (Durkheim and the functions of crime)


Strain theory (form of anomie) - Merton


"Concentric Zone" theory (Shaw and McKay)


Differential Association (Sutherland)





Sub-cultural theories:


A. Cohen (status frustration).


Cloward and Ohlin (criminal sub-cultures).


Miller (lower class sub-cultures).





As with your previous lists, use your notes, etc. to check you have a basic understanding of the ideas you’ve listed.





The above represents one basic revision technique it is possible to use in order to organise your revision process. If you need help identifying the knowledge you will probably need for your exam (sociological concepts, theories and evidence) you can use the accompanying “AEB Revision Guide”.
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