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An important role for the State is 
that of an integrating mechanism 
for the system as a whole. It is 

the means through which system adjustments are carried 
out - a classic example being the development of State 
education in England at the end of the 19th century.

In complex (functionally differentiated) systems, the 
State develops to co-ordinate, oversee and manage 
the development and implementation of essential 
system resources and functions.
Example: Using the familiar organismic analogy, the 
role of the State is similar to that of the human brain.

The State plays a range 
of roles in terms of 
political organisation 
(elections), legal 
organisation (the 
development and 
application of laws), 
relations with other 
countries and so forth.

The State co-ordinates the 
relationship between different 
economic organisations (such as 
employers and Trade Unions).

In the UK, the State regulates the 
education system and attempts to 
regulate family relationships (by 
encouraging or discouraging 
different types of relationship - 
such as the introduction of Civil 
Partnerships in 2004).

The State handles the mechanics of social 
(normative) organisation - it represents the 
means by which the social system is kept 
in broad equilibrium. 

Hildyard (1998): For the New Right economic 
prosperity and social cohesion are best served 
by the operation of “free economic markets” 
with little or no “interference” from the State.

People should be free to develop new 
and better ways to make money, which 
leads to creativity and innovation. 

For markets to work efficiently (and for the 
greatest levels of wealth creation) people 
need the freedom in live and behave in 
ways that maximise both their individual 
abilities and their responsibilities towards 
others (in terms of, for example, providing 
for their dependents).

In the economic marketplace there is no 
room for State subsidies or restrictive 
practices that use social resources to 
protect people from either the 
consequences of their own behaviour 
(inefficient production methods) or the 
consequences of competition.

Decision-making is 
carried-out by State 
representatives 
“divorced from the 
realities” of the 
marketplace.

As the State grows 
larger and more 
complex it is slow to 
respond to the 
changing economic 
needs of society.

Sowell (2002): The role of the State is focused on 
“Ensuring observance of the ‘rules’ essential to 
the continuance of free markets”. A Minimalist 
State is limited to guaranteeing individuals the 
freedom to go about their daily lives.

Hildyard: For the New Right: “The best 
government is the least government”. 
To prevent he State developing into an 
“autonomous institution” with a logic 
and momentum of its own it should be 
stripped of any function that could be 
“better carried out” by private 
companies or individuals. 

Parsons (1951): “Society” is a 
system founded on normative 
understanding and integration 
(people have to be socialised into the 
general norms of their society). 

Social systems involve 
certain structural 
imperatives - things that 
must be performed (such 
as primary socialisation) if 
they are to survive. 
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A contemporary variation on the 
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