
20th century

State
Policies

1944 Education Act

Universal Education

Free

Compulsory

5 - 15

Tripartite system

Grammar 

Secondary Modern 

Secondary Technical 

Selection IQ test (11+)

Parity of Esteem 

Bipartite

Secondary Technical 

Status
Grammar 

Secondary
Modern 

Private schoolsOutside Act

Comprehensive schools8 built 1946 - 1949

RoleAbility grouping

AcademicGrammar

VocationalSecondary
Modern 

Impact

Compulsory education 

Social inequality 

Social segregation 

Experience

Labelling
Class

Different schools

StereotypingAbility

GenderDifferent subjects

Comprehensive Schooling

Protracted
1960's (Circular 10/65)

1976 Education Act 

Challenged
Legally

Educationally

Partial
State schools

Comprehensive

Grammar

Secondary
Modern 

Private schools

AbolishedSelection Entry

Economic Changes

Work
Service

Manufacturing

Technology

Women working

Role

IdeologicalSocial integration

Economic
Pool of talent 

Service industry

Workforce

Qualified

Trained

Skilled

Impact

Provision
New schools

Co-educational

Exams

O-level

CSE

A-level

Experience

Size 

Labelling
Stigma?

GenderNew opportunities

Hidden curriculum 

Streaming

Setting

Banding

Labelling

Catchment areas

Regional Differences
Social segregation 

Scotland  



19th century

1979 - 1997: The
Conservative Years

State
Policies

Public schools

Grammar schools

Forster Act (1870)
Mass education

Elementary schools

Role 

Economic 

Literacy

Numeracy

Complex division
of labour 

Political Socialisation1976: Great
Debate (Labour)

Basic Skills

Core curriculum

New Vocationalism

Youth opportunities (YOPs)

Technical and Vocational
Education Initiative 

Youth Training Scheme (YTS)

Vocational Qualifications

National Vocational
Qualifications (NVQs) 

General National Vocational
Qualifications (GNVQs)

Modern Apprenticeships 

Education Reform Act (1998)

National curriculum

Key Stage testing 

KS1: 7

KS2: 11

KS3: 14

KS4: 16 (GCSE)

Institutional freedom 

Grant-Maintained
schools 

Local Management
of Schools 

City Technology Colleges 

Open enrolment 

Higher Education

Students Loans Replaced grants

Increased numbers

Polytechnics 
Abolished

Renamed Universities

Parents' Charter School information

Role New Vocationalism

Negative

Cheap labour 

Bonded labour 

Pretend jobs 

Little training 

Hidden subsidies 

Bates et al 

Class division

Social control

Lowering wages 

Lowering unemployment 

Positive TVEI
Helped women

Equal opportunities

Impact
Murray Little impact

Minor curriculum change

Testing diluted

Laid ground fro subsequent change

Experience

Economic liberalism

Centralized control 

Ball Curriculum of the Dead
Traditional subjects 

Maths

Science

Facts

Education or training  



Primary

Secondary

Post-16 Education

Social inclusion

State
Policies

1997 - 2004: 
New Labour

Literacy and Numeracy hours 

Nursery education Tax credits

Class sizes 30 maximum

Curriculum 2000
As level

A2 level

Types of school

Specialist

Beacon 

Foundation

Academies

Tomlinson Report 

Home-school agreements 

Literacy and learning targets 

Education Maintenance Allowance (post-16)

Performance Indicators League Tables

Dearing Report 

Teaching and Higher Education Act Student loans and fees

Participation
Increased

Targets

New Start Disaffected or underachieving
" 14 -17 year olds 

Vocational Training
Disaffected" 14 - 16 year olds 

Part of the school week at 
FE College or work experience.

Excellence in Cities 

Learning Mentors

Support Units

City Learning Centres

Gifted and Talented pupils 

Education Action Zones

Sure Start 

Extended Schools

Vocational
education

Integrating provision 

New Deal

Subsidised job

Voluntary work

Full time education / training

Careers serviceConneXions

Training and Enterprise Councils (TECs) 

Learning and Skills Council (LSC).

Work experience 

2 weeks

Compulsory

Job skillsInterview
techniques

Vocational GCSE's 

 
 



Strategy

Role

Experience

Impact

State
Policies

1997 - 2004: 
New Labour

5 Year

Schools

Good expand

Failing close

School uniform

Code of conduct

Personalised learning 

Private school providers

Funding

Owning 

Running

10 Year

Tomlinson
Report 

Diploma framework 

Advanced

Intermediate

Foundation

Entry

14 - 19 curriculum

Main Learning

Core Learning

Communication

Maths

ICT

CKSA

Common knowledge

Skills

Attributes

National Curriculum 

Subjects retained

Vocational education
and training 

Integrated route

Separate route

Assessment
Fewer exams

Greater teacher assessment

Social solidarity Social Integration

Marketisation strategies 
Commercial influences

Curriculum innovation 

Informed Consumers

Social inclusion 

Training

Positive Needs of students

Negative

Labelling

Specialisation

Outdated

Commercial input 

Centralised direction 

Failing schools 

Competition 

 


