
Ethnicity

Differential
Achievement

Patterns

Key Stage 2 and 3

Indian

White

Bangladeshi

Black Caribbean

Black African

Pakistani

Mixed Ethnicity
White and Asian

Top achievers

Gender
English and science

Girls marginally better

Key Stage 4

Indian

White

Bangladeshi

Pakistani

Black

Further Education

Participation 

Indian

Black

Bangladeshi

Pakistani

White

Mirza High black female
participation

Explanations

Outside school Social Class

Poverty

Material deprivation

Family structures 
Dual parent

Single parent

Parental involvement 

Parental attitudes

Identities Masculinity

Inside school 

School cultures 

Curriculum

Role models

Racism

Individual Black Caribbean
SEN

Institutional

Gillborn 

Setting

Gifted and talented

Vocational schemes 

Low-ability
groups

Restricted
curriculum 

Lower-level exams

Teacher - Pupil
interactions 

Ethnic minority
students

Control

Criticism

Stereotypes 

Figueroa 

Culturally-biased
assessment 

Teacher
assessment Lower bands

and sets 

Self-fulfilling
prophecy 

Positive Indian
achievement

Labelling

Problems

Achievement 

Meanings

Measurement

What is measured

When it's measured

How it's measured

Underachievement 

Exam passes

Participation

Social class
Gillborn and Gipps

Higher social classes
achieve most  



Gender

Differential
Achievement

Patterns

Key Stage 1 - 3

Achievement
Girls

FSM children

Non-FSM children

Marginal differencesExcept English

Social classDifferences

Key Stage 4
Girls

Further education
Greater female participation

Achievement
Girls

Higher EducationMore female students

Explanations

Outside School 

Social
changes

Cultural changes

Labour market

Qualifications

Workforce
participation

Globalisation

Socialisation

Opportunities

Work

Family

Changing
Identities

Male

Hyper
masculinity

Negative
stereotyping 

FemalePositive
stereotyping

Inside school 

Labelling

Stereotyping 

National curriculum

Coursework

Curriculum initiatives 
GIST

Work experience

Identities
Femininity 

Masculinity

School Subcultures

Barber 

Disappointed boys 

Disaffected boys 

Disappeared boys 

Gender Discourses

Male
underachievement 

Boys as Victims 

Failing Schools 

Boys will be boys 

Gender relationships 

UnderachievementJones and Myhill 

Social classNot all boys
underachieve  

 



Social Class

Differential
Achievement

Patterns

Key Stage 1 - 3
Middle class

Working classFree school meals

Key Stage 4

ProfessionalAchieve
most

Working class

Achieve
least

Divisions
within

Skilled manual

Unskilled

Further and
Higher Education

Vocational qualificationsWorking class

Educational
value

UndergraduatesMiddle class

Explanations

Outside School

Material deprivation

Attitudes 

Cultural deprivation 

Underclass theory

Class culture 

Class subcultures

Identities

Cultural capital 

Inside school

Type of School

Class sizes

Teacher Attitudes 

Labelling

Social inclusion 

Social exclusion 

Pupil subcultures

Strategies

Value-added

League tables

Study Support

 


