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Learning Objectives

After reading this chapter, you
will be able to

de ne sociology.

describe two uses of the
sociological perspective.

distinguish sociology from
other social sciences.

outline the contributions
of the major pioneers of
sociology.

summarize the development
of sociology in the United
States.

identify the three major
theoretical perspectives
in sociology today.




Applying
Sociology

Sociologists study how people
behave in groups. Often sociologists
look for the recurring patterns in human
behavior. Many of us make assumptions
about society every day. In the photo at
left, for example, what characteristic
assumptions about American society are
portrayed? You might respond that the
photo suggests that young Americans are
positive, multicultural, fashion-conscious,
value individualism, but also value equality.
(After all, none of the students seems to
be more important than any other.)

Questioning and researching assump-
tions is an important part of sociology. By
learning to question conventional wisdom
(what most people believe to be true), you
will be in a better position to make deci-
sions or judgments. Your decisions will be
based on reality rather than on socially
accepted false beliefs. This does not mean
that all conventional wisdom is false, of
course, but it is important to know that the
facts are accurate when policies affecting
people s lives are made.

Sociology is a relatively new eld of
study. It only became a well recognized
discipline in the late 1800s. As you will see
when you read this chapter, it is the infant
of the social sciences. This chapter will
introduce you not only to the pioneers of
the eld but also to the basic ways that
sociologists approach their subject.
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Chapter Overview

Visit the Sociology and You Web site at
glencoe.com and click on Chapter 1—Chapter
Overviews to preview chapter information.
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Key Terms

@ perspective (p. 6)
@ sociology (p. 6)
@ sociological
perspective (p. 6)
@ social
structure (p. 9)
@ sociological
imagination (p. 11)

@® perspective
a particular point of view

@ sociology
the scienti“c study of social
structure (patterned social
behavior)

@ sociological perspective
a view that looks at
behavior of groups, not
individuals

These elephant tusks were
burned to discourage trade in
ivory. Whether you support this
action depends upon your beliefs
about conservation and national
sovereignty.
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e Sociological Perspective

Section Preview

Sociology studies human social behavior. It assumes a group, rather than an
individual, perspective. Sociologists look for the patterns in social relation-
ships. Individuals can bene" t by using their sociological imaginations to look
at events in their personal lives.

The Nature of Sociology

A perspective is a particular point of view. Babies are usually brighter
and better looking to their parents than they are to others. Newlyweds
nearly always “ nd their spouses much more attractive than do their friends.
We all see what is happening around us through our own perspectives,our
own points of view.

We normally do not realize how much of our attitudes and beliefs are
determined by our perspectives. Sometimes, though, when our outlook is
challenged, we may be jarred into realizing how much we take it for granted.
As you will see, sociology has its own perspective. To understand it, you must
have an idea of just what sociology is.

What is sociology?  As a newcomer to the * eld, you may at “ rst view
sociology as the study of human social behavior. As you go along, however,
you will acquire a more precise understanding of ~ sociology as the scienti ¢
study of social structure.(Social structure is discussed later in this section.)

What is unique about sociology? Sociology, as stated earlier,
has its own perspective. The sociological perspective  never focuses on the
individual. Psychologists may study the individual, but not sociologists.
The view through the lens of sociology always remains at the social, or
group, level.


















	Sociology and You
	Table of Contents
	Sociology Handbook
	Thinking Like a Sociologist
	Study and Writing Skills
	Critical Thinking Skills
	Analyzing Graphics
	Interpreting Data

	Unit 1: Sociological Perspectives
	Chapter 1: An Invitation to Sociology
	Section 1: The Sociological Perspective
	Section 2: The Origins of Sociology
	Section 3: Theoretical Perspectives
	Chapter 1 Assessment

	Chapter 2: Sociological Research Methods
	Section 1: Research Methods
	Section 2: Causation in Science
	Section 3: Procedures and Ethics in Research
	Chapter 2 Assessment


	Unit 2: Culture and Social Structures
	Chapter 3: Culture
	Section 1: The Basis of Culture
	Section 2: Language and Culture
	Section 3: Norms and Values
	Section 4: Beliefs and Material Culture
	Section 5: Cultural Diversity and Similarity
	Chapter 3 Assessment

	Chapter 4: Socialization
	Section 1: The Importance of Socialization
	Section 2: Socialization and the Self
	Section 3: Agents of Socialization
	Section 4: Processes of Socialization
	Chapter 4 Assessment

	Chapter 5: Social Structure and Society
	Section 1: Social Structure and Status
	Section 2: Social Structure and Roles
	Section 3: Preindustrial Societies
	Section 4: Industrial and Postindustrial Societies
	Chapter 5 Assessment

	Chapter 6: Groups and Formal Organizations
	Section 1: Primary and Secondary Groups
	Section 2: Other Groups and Networks
	Section 3: Types of Social Interaction
	Section 4: Formal Organizations
	Chapter 6 Assessment

	Chapter 7: Deviance and Social Control
	Section 1: Deviance and Social Control
	Section 2: Functionalism and Deviance
	Section 3: Symbolic Interactionism and Deviance
	Section 4: Conflict Theory and Deviance
	Section 5: Crime and Punishment
	Chapter 7 Assessment


	Unit 3: Social Inequality
	Chapter 8: Social Stratification
	Section 1: Dimensions of Stratification
	Section 2: Explanations of Stratification
	Section 3: Social Classes in America
	Section 4: Poverty in America
	Section 5: Social Mobility
	Chapter 8 Assessment

	Chapter 9: Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity
	Section 1: Minority, Race, and Ethnicity
	Section 2: Racial and Ethnic Relations
	Section 3: Theories of Prejudice and Discrimination
	Section 4: Minority Groups in the United States
	Chapter 9 Assessment

	Chapter 10: Inequalities of Gender and Age
	Section 1: Sex and Gender Identity
	Section 2: Theoretical Perspectives on Gender
	Section 3: Gender Inequality
	Section 4: Ageism
	Section 5: Inequality in America's Elderly Population
	Chapter 10 Assessment


	Unit 4: Social Institutions
	Chapter 11: The Family
	Section 1: Family and Marriage Across Cultures
	Section 2: Theoretical Perspectives and the Family
	Section 3: Family and Marriage in the United States
	Section 4: Changes in Marriage and Family
	Chapter 11 Assessment

	Chapter 12: Education
	Section 1: Development and Structure of Education
	Section 2: Functionalist Perspective
	Section 3: Conflict Perspective
	Section 4: Symbolic Interactionism
	Chapter 12 Assessment

	Chapter 13: Political and Economic Institutions
	Section 1: Power and Authority
	Section 2: Political Power in American Society
	Section 3: Economic Systems
	Section 4: The Modern Corporation
	Section 5: Work in the Modern Economy
	Chapter 13 Assessment

	Chapter 14: Religion
	Section 1: Religion and Sociology
	Section 2: Theoretical Perspectives
	Section 3: Religious Organization and Religiosity
	Section 4: Religion in the United States
	Chapter 14 Assessment

	Chapter 15: Sport
	Section 1: The Nature of Sport
	Section 2: Theoretical Perspectives and Sport
	Section 3: Social Issues in Sport
	Chapter 15 Assessment


	Unit 5: Social Change
	Chapter 16: Population and Urbanization
	Section 1: The Dynamics of Demography
	Section 2: World Population
	Section 3: The Urban Transition
	Section 4: Urban Ecology
	Chapter 16 Assessment

	Chapter 17: Social Change and Collective Behavior
	Section 1: Social Change
	Section 2: Theoretical Perspectives on Social Change
	Section 3: Collective Behavior
	Section 4: Social Movements
	Chapter 17 Assessment


	Sociology Databank
	The Family
	Education
	The Political Institution
	The Economy
	Religion
	Sport
	American Sociological Association's Code of Ethics

	Glossary/Glosario
	References
	Index
	Credits

	Feature Contents
	Another Time/Another Place
	Focus on Research
	Sociology Today
	Tech Trends
	Enrichment Reading
	World View
	Snapshot of America
	Focus on Theoretical Perspectives
	Charts & Graphs


	Internet Link
	Search
	Page Navigator
	Exit

