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The Politics Of Culture & Identity
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Said 1985 - Looking at other cultures in a negative light
Elite, Mass, Popular & Folk Culture

The distinction between these types of culture is not clear-cut because the terms are used imprecisely.

Elite Culture

Mass, Folk and Popular Culture
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Subcultures Of Resistance

Societies contain many subcultures and some are seen as better, more important, more acceptable etc. than others.

In the education section we see explanations of working class under achievement set in working class subculture, in crime and deviance rejection of society's norms is seen as key to certain activities, which break the law. 

The fact that people do resist in certain situations is of great interest to sociologists.


Foucault 1977

Studies of subcultural resistance across the syllabus areas of Education, Work, Deviance etc. have 4 key elements: -
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New Social Movements & Identity Politics



Aberle 1966 - 2 types of Social Movement
1.

2.

Many 'new' social movements arguably cut across social boundaries (class, age, gender etc.) and tend to focus on single issues. 2 key aspects of such movements have been identified as:

1. Acknowledging complex identities

2. Challenging experts
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Read Pages 51 - 53
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Read Pages 54-55








Discovering who we are and where we belong have important implications when dealing with those who are not like us.  History is littered with examples of problems in this area - Nazis and Jews, N. Ireland, former Yugoslavia etc.





























Sociological responses to power and resistance generally divide into 2 camps





1. Power is in the hands of a few e.g. Marxists





2.  Power is more diffused e.g. Foucault
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In the modern world we have a culture industry. Some see this as repressive while others see it as a liberating experience. 2 important conclusions can be reached: -
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Read Pages 56 - 57
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Read Pages 52 - 53
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