Build up your sociological knowledge of the study of religion





Use Chapter 18 of Kirby et al (1997) Sociology in Perspective 





Answer the following questions. Learn the answers





Why is the study of religion fundamental to the development of sociology as a subject?





What did Neitzche mean when he said that ‘God is Dead’?





What did Neitzche feel would take the place of God?





What are the three stages of the development of positivism?





Who did Comte feel should run society?





What is modernity?





What is the nature of post-modern society?





What did most of the founding fathers feel was the opposite point of view from religious belief?





What four problems do sociologists have in defining religion?





What did Turner suggest was revolutionary about Durkheim’s view of religion?





Durkheim viewed religion as a dichotomy (two way split). What was that dichotomy?





What two problems does Turner see with Durkheim’s use of the concept of the sacred?





What did Weber mean by verstehen?





What two key ideas does Turner feel that the study of religion must take into account?





What five criteria did Glock and Stark feel should be studied in the sociology of religion?





William Robertson Smith feel was the significance of sacred ritual?





What distinction does Durkheim draw between religion and magic?





What is totemism? Why is this concept significant to the study of Durkheim’s view of religion?





How did Bronislaw Malinowski differ from Durkheim in his beliefs about the function of religion?





What is structuralism?





Why does the Structuralist Levi-Strauss disagree with Malinowski?





To what does the term secularisation refer?





Why did Weber have doubts and fears with regard to the perceived process of secularisation?





Bryan Wilson is a neo-Marxist. What did Wilson feel was replacing religion in the popular imagination?





According to Wilson, what three elements of religious practice have declined?





Herberg suggests that church attendance is not a true measure of religiosity. Why is this so?





What are the values of the Christian New right?





Why does Martin doubt that the term secularisation has any validity as a concept?





What do Bellah and Glock suggest is taking place instead of secularisation?





Where does Luckman suggest that religion now resides?





What term does Luckman use to describe the process of ‘shopping around’ for religious belief?





Give five examples of state or civic religion and ritual.





How did the old USSR have religious ritual despite having banned it?





What does Crippen suggest has taken the place of old gods?





How, according to Turner, has religion been taken over by medicine?





What insight does Bocock bring to the idea that there are civic or state religions?





What does Troeltsch say is the difference between a church and a sect?





Why does Wilson feel that defining a sect is difficult?





What eight different characteristics of sects does Wilson identify?





What seven types of sects does Wilson identify?





What does Niebuhr say defines a denomination?





What three forms of new religious movement does Wallis identify?





What difficulties are there in classifying new religious movements?





What do Stark and Bainbridge suggest is the best way to compare new religious movements?





What do Bruce and Wallis suggest is the characteristic of the human potential movement? You have studied this as ‘New Ageism’.





What were Barker’s two objectives in studying the Moonies?





What did Barker suggest was a typical Moonie?





What did Beckford suggest was the cause of the moral panic against cults and sects.





What did Beckford consider were the contribution of new religious movements to the cultural of our society?





What did Campbell feel that cults represent in social terms?





Tipton suggests that cults are deviant. How do they originate?





What insight does Weber bring to the origin of the new religious movements?





What did Niebuhr feel was the attraction of a cult to certain groups of people?





Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘religion is social cement’?





How do Engels and Marx feel that religion can be used to control people?





How do Abercrombie and Turner criticise Marxism?





What does Mannheim suggest about the process of subordinate groups moving up the social strata?





Why does Weber feel that religion is a force for social change?





What is a millenarian movement?





Describe a millenarian movement studied in the text.





What do the New Right see as the value of religion?





How do feminists view the role of religion in society?’





What did Simone de Beauvoir  feel was the relationship between religion and patriarchy?





According to phenomenologists, how does religion contribute to the consciousness of the social actor?





How does Stuart Hall suggest that religion can act as a force of resistance?





What is liberation theology?





What does Lechner feel is the significance of fundamentalism?





Waters is critical of the process of globalisation. What does he suggest that it represents?








