Develop your knowledge: The Mass Media.





Use chapter 15 of Paul Taylor et al (1996) Sociology in Focus





Answer these questions and then learn the answers. You may find it useful to create an index card for each answer to hold in your revision notes.





What does the term 'mass media' mean?





How can people make their views about media known to the media? List different ways.





How significant are the media in our lives?





Which social class uses the mass media most? 





What changes have taken place in media usage in this century?





What is the main difference in funding between the BBC and the ITV?





To what does the term concentration of ownership refer?





What is a transnational company? Name examples.





Why is ownership of the press concentrated into very few hands?





Which political parties and viewpoints do the British newspapers support?





Explain the term hypodermic syringe model of audience reception.





Explain the term two step flow of audience reception.





Explain the term cultural effects theory of audience reception.





What are the alternative names for pluralistic models of media theory?





What view of the impact of the media on society does pluralism suggest?





How do Marxists view the relationship of the media with society?





How does Ralph Miliband reject pluralistic theories?





What cynical view of the media does Herbert Marcuse offer?





Why does Miliband warn us of indoctrination from the media?





See Activity 4 page 541. Does James Whale support or reject Marxist theories of media?





What is post modernism?





Explain the term media saturation.





What is the significance of style to post modernism?





Why are our views of the world 'incoherent'?





Copy out the summary on page 543 and learn it.





Suggest reasons why the television news cannot be considered either objective or impartial.





How does national bias (ethnocentricity) appear in the British media?





Suggest two ways in which the government can control and restrain the media?





What restraints have been placed on investigative journalists? Give two examples.





How can the government control the activities of the BBC?





What is censorship? What examples of censorship exist in Britain today?





How does Hunt summarise the arguments for and against state secrecy?





What example of government interference in the freedom of the press to report events took lace in 1989 with reference to Northern Ireland?





Why does the government need the support of the media according to Lord Young?





What is the lobby system?





What impact did the media have on the 1992 General Election?





Explain the notion of agenda setting.





What is a news agency?





List factors which can affect an editor's decision to consider a story as newsworthy.





Summarise the impact of the Glasgow Media Group on the study of news reporting. Keep your notes brief, but make sure you learn this work.





Suggest common stereotypes of women in the media.





Why does Mary Gallagher reject female stereotypes?





What evidence is there that women are viewed as a minority group by the media?





What is patriarchal ideology?





What do Durkin and Akhtar suggest is the impact on children of negative views of women?





What did McRobbie discover in her content analysis of Jackie?





How did Hall feel that the media misreported the street crime of mugging? What impact did this have on styles of policing? (Know this work, it is very important.)





What evidence is there that media reporting of racist attacks on blacks is not the same as for racist attacks on whites?





What did Hartmann and Husband suggest about the role of the media in creating social tensions?





How does Van Dijk consider that the media reports race and racial issues?





What problems does Barrie Gunter suggest that there are in the depiction and definition of violence?





How much violence does the average child watch on TV?





What did Bandura discover with reference to the depiction of violence and the behaviour of children?





What did Liebert and Baron discover with reference to the same debate?





Describe Belson's experiment.





Why has this study been criticised?





Why can the media been seen as a scapegoat?





What is a moral panic? You may need to look in a sociology dictionary.











