	Planning An Exam Answer…
	
	

	
	“The Exam Question…”
	

	· Read the question very carefully, then:


	

	1. Knowledge Skill
(Brainstorm)
	2. Interpretation Skill
	3. Analysis Skill
	4. Evaluation Skill

	Focus on generating a range of

Concepts, Theories and Evidence that relate to The Exam Question.

Make a list of these.

The items you brainstorm here will form the basis of your answer.

Each concept, theory or piece of evidence will, therefore, be used to construct the opening sentence for each paragraph in your answer…
	Taking the first concept, theory or evidence you’ve identified in section one, you need to develop it by saying why it is significant in terms of The Exam Question. 

This may involve defining the concept or simply explaining why you think it’s going to be significant.

Remember to focus on The Exam Question and direct your explanation accordingly…
	Develop your Knowledge and Interpretation by using the concept,  theory or evidence to explain clearly how it relates to the question.

Analysis will involve demonstrating how the concept, theory or evidence you are using relates to the question.


	To complete each paragraph in your answer, try to apply alternative concepts, theories or evidence to what you’ve previously written. In other words, try to critically reflect on what you’ve written.

Evaluation involves both criticism and the drawing of relevant conclusions from what you’ve written in relation to The Exam Question.

	
	Illustrations

The use of examples to illustrate your answer (to show how you have understood the significance of a concept, theory or evidence) can be relevant in either of these two sections. Examples can be drawn from a variety of sources (sociological studies, sociologists, general knowledge, etc.
	


