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‘The Story So Far... \

Having examined various aspects of
religion (definitions, organisations,
theories...) we can now turn to look at
evidence for and against the decline
of religion.

Or, to put it another way,

“Secularisation...”

As with most things sociological, we
need to begin by defining what we

mean by two concepts:
A

2. Secularisation

1. Sergular

“Secularisation”, in simple terms, refers
to the idea that society and social
behaviour is becoming increasingly
less influenced by religious ideas and
practices. In other words, religion and
religious ideas are becoming
increasingly less important to people

The term “secular” can be
used to refer to anything that
is “not religious” — in other
words, if something is
secular it is the opposite of
religious.

If you want to put this in more-sociological terms...
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...this is how a couple of sociologists have defined secularisation:

Bryan Wilson ("Religion in Secular Society",
1966), refers to secularisation as:

"The process whereby
religious thinking , practices
and institutions lose their

social significance".

Peter Berger ("The Social Reality of Religion”,
1969) argues that secularisation is:

=
O

"The process by which sectors
of society and culture are
removed from the
domination of religious
institutions and symbols .".

Secullarisation , therefore, is a process
whereby "religious activity " in any society
progressively declines over time.

However, while it's one thing to describe
something like “secularisation”, it's quite
another thing to be able to demonstrate

that what we’ve described is actually

happening in our society...
In other words...
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