AS Module 1

In their study of this module, candidates should examine topic areas in relation to the two core themes.

Attention should also be given to the need to draw out links with other topic areas studied, and with the synoptic topics of Crime and Deviance and/or Stratification and Differentiation.

10.1     Families and Households            Candidates should examine:

   different conceptions of the relationships of the family to the social structure, with particular reference to the economy and to state policies;

   changes in family and household structure and their relationship to industrialisation and urbanisation;

   changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce and child bearing and the diversity of contemporary family and household structure;

   the nature and extent of changes within the family, with reference to gender roles, domestic labour and power relationships, and to changes in the status of children and childhood.

10.2    Health                                       Candidates should examine:

   health, illness and disability as both social and biological constructs;

   different explanations of the unequal social distribution of health and illness;

   different explanations of inequalities in the provision of, and access to, health care;

   different approaches to the study of mental health and illness;

   different explanations of the role of medicine and the health professions.

10.3    Mass Media                               Candidates should examine:

   different explanations of the relationship between ownership and control of the mass media;

   different explanations of the relationship between the mass media and ideology;

   different explanations of the processes of selection and presentation of media content;

   the role of the mass media in representations of age, social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability;

   different explanations of the relationship between the mass media and their audiences.

AS Module 2
In their study of this module, candidates should examine topic areas in relation to the two core themes.

Attention should also be given to the need to draw out links with other topic areas studied, and with the synoptic topics of Crime and Deviance and/or Stratification and Differentiation.

11.1    Education                                  Candidates should examine:

   different explanations of the role of the education system;

 different explanations of the different educational achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity;

   relationships and processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships, pupil subcultures, the hidden curriculum and the organisation of teaching and learning;

   the significance of state policies for an understanding of the role, impact and experience of education.

11.2     Wealth, Poverty and Welfare


Candidates should examine:

   different definitions of poverty and wealth and income;

   different explanations of the distribution of poverty, wealth and income between different social groups;

   different explanations of the existence and persistence of poverty;

   different solutions to poverty, with particular reference to the role of social policy;

   the nature and role of public, private, voluntary and informal welfare provision.

11.3     Work and Leisure                       Candidates should examine:

   different theories of the management and organisation of work;

   different explanations of the nature and extent of work satisfaction, alienation and conflict at work;

   the implications of technological changes and their impact on individuals, organisations and society;

   explanations of the causes and social effects of unemployment and the problems of measuring it;

   explanations of leisure patterns, and the relationship between leisure, identity and consumption.
Attention should be given to the need to draw out links with other topic areas studied, and with the synoptic topics of Crime and Deviance and/or Stratification and Differentiation.

12.1    Sociological Methods                 Candidates should examine:

   the different quantitative and qualitative methods and sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, observation techniques and experiments, and documents and official statistics;

   the distinctions between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data;

   the relationship between positivism, intepretivism and sociological methods;

   the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing the choice of topic, choice of method(s) and the conduct of research;

   the nature of social facts and the strengths and limitations of different sources of data and methods of research.
