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The Knowledge You Need For Your Exams…�
�
�
�
When it comes to revising, many students have problems identifying the kinds of knowledge they need to prepare in order to answer exam questions effectively. This booklet, therefore, aims to provide a basic guide to the types of ideas (sociological concepts, theories and methods) it will be useful for you to know.�
�
�
�
It should not be seen as a replacement for your course notes; rather, it should be seen as an aid to the organisation of the knowledge you will need for your exam. In this respect, all this document does is outline, in syllabus terms, the various forms of knowledge it would be useful for you to know…�
�
�
�
It is based on the AEB syllabus and includes a “knowledge overview” of the following topics:�
�
�
�
a. Theory and Methods.�
�
�
�
b. Family Life.�
�
c. Education.�
�
�
�
d. Deviance.�
�
e. Religion.�
�
�
�
This means that it provides an overview of a minimum course coverage for this exam board.�
�
�
�
Finally, it needs to be stressed that this is a revision guide - a handy way of identifying relevant knowledge. The list is not exhaustive, merely indicative. In this respect it can be used as a basic checklist of the major areas of knowledge required for each section of the syllabus.�
�
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Theory and Methods �
�
(Section a)�
�
AN UNDERSTANDING OF THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES.�
�
�
�
You need to have a good working knowledge / understanding of:�
�
�
�
a. Functionalism.(E.g. Durkheim, Merton, Malinowski, Parsons).�
�
�
�
b. Marxist Conflict Theory.(E.g. Marx, Abercrombie, Lea and Young)�
�
�
�
c. Feminism: Liberal. Radical.(E.g. Firestone, Millet), Marxist / Socialist.(E.g. Oakley, Barratt)�
�
�
�
d. Interactionism: (E.g. Weber, Becker, Cohen and Young).�
�
�
�
In your revision you should aim to know "5+ significant points" or "key ideas" about each perspective. Chose the revision points carefully to ensure they:�
�
�
�
a. Act as ways of unlocking your knowledge of each perspective. �
�
�
�
b. Help you to generate knowledge that can be applied to a wide variety of questions. If you have a even a very basic understanding of each of the various sociological perspectives it will help give a "theoretical context / background" to most of the questions you will be asked in the exam.�
�
�
�
For example: “5 major things I know about Functionalism”:�
�
�
�
1. Macro (structuralist) perspective: Focus is on institutions (large patterns of shared, stable, behaviour).�
�
�
�
2. Consensus perspective - “everything in society has a function / purpose” (note also, concept of dysfunctions).�
�
�
�
3. Social institutions: relationship is based on needs and purposes (eg. the purpose of work is to ensure economic survival (food, clothing, shelter, etc.). This institution needs: socialised individuals (family), educated and trained individuals (education).�
�
�
�
4. Social system and 4 functional sub-systems (economic, political, cultural, family)�
�
�
�
5. Latent and manifest functions (Merton). �
�
�
�















(Section b)�
�
A KNOWLEDGE OF METHODS�
�
�
�
For this section you need to know:�
�
�
�
a. The difference between Quantitative and Qualitative methods.�
�
(How can each type be defined?).�
�
�
�
b. Different types of:�
�
�
�
Questionnaire (postal, structured interview).�
�
Interview (focused and unstructured).�
�
Observation techniques (Non-participant observation / Participant observation).�
�
Content analysis / semiology�
�
Case studies�
�
Longitudinal studies.�
�
Official statistics (plus self report and victim studies)�
�
Experiments.�
�
�
�
In particular, you should understand:�
�
�
�
Official Statistics (in terms of their strengths - reliability, cost, etc. - and weaknesses - validity, for example). �
�
�
�
Experiments (including the methodological problems involved with their sociological use - reliability and validity, ethical considerations, their "unnatural setting).�
�
�
�
You should also be aware of the concept of a "Natural experiment" (which basically involves comparing the same thing across different societies - for example, institutions such as the family group, religion and so forth).�
�
�
�
For each METHOD of data collection you will need to know 5 - 6 "key ideas" (and it might be useful to think in terms of "basic advantages / disadvantages").�
�
�
�
For example: Postal Questionnaires:�
�
�
�
1. Two types of question - Open-ended and closed-ended.�
�
2. Easy to codify questions and quantify answers.�
�
3. Standard set of questions given to all respondents.�
�
4. Anonymity of respondent.�
�
5. Low response rate.�
�
�
�
c. The basic definition of and distinction between Primary and Secondary methods / sources of data collection.�
�






d. A working knowledge of different sampling techniques:�
�
�
�
1. Simple random.�
�
2. Systematic or pseudo-random.�
�
3. Stratified and Quota (similar techniques, except former is random and latter is pseudo-random).�
�
4. Snowball, Cluster, etc.�
�
�
�
e. A working knowledge of sampling concepts:�
�
(e.g. Sampling frame, sample, representativeness, generalisation)�
�
�
�
f. Methodological Concepts: You should be able to understand and apply the following methodological concepts:�
�
�
�
1. Reliability of method(s) and data.�
�
2. Validity of method(s) and data.�
�
3. Representativeness of sample, data, etc.�
�
4. The Interview effect.�
�
5. The Observer effect.�
�
6. Empirical evidence.�
�
�
�
�
�




















































































(Section c) �
�
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THEORY AND METHODS�
�
�
�
1.For this section you need to pay particular attention to the methodologies of:�
�
�
�
a. Positivism�
�
b. Realism.�
�
c. Interpretivism.�
�
d. Feminism.�
�
�
�
Again, the "5 things I know about..." approach is a good starting point.�
�
�
�
You should also be clear about the difference between:�
�
�
�
a. A "theoretical perspective" (high-level theory).�
�
This, in simple terms, is an overall view of the social world (for example, what society is, how it is held together and the like).�
�
�
�
b. A methodology:�
�
This, in basic terms, is a set of principles that tells you how it is possible to study the social world reliably and validly (two very useful methodological concepts that should always be considered in this context). As a general guide-line, methodologies are often associated with different theoretical perspectives; usually:�
�
Functionalism and Positivism.�
�
Marxism and Realism.�
�
Interactionism and Interpretivism.�
�
However, this is not a "hard-and-fast" relationship and you should apply methodologies to perspectives carefully...�
�
�
�
2. A methodology, in basic terms, tells the sociologist how to go about the collection of valid data - which necessarily involves decisions about which methods to use. �
�
�
�
Positivism tends to be associated with methods of data collection that produce:�
�
a. Reliable data.�
�
b. Quantifiable data.�
�
�
�
The simple reason for this is that positivist methodology stresses the need for the sociologist to avoid making judgements about his / her data based upon their values or interpretations. For example:�
�
Questionnaires,�
�
Structured interviews.�
�
�
�
Realism tends to be associated with methods of data collection that produce:�
�
a. Reliable data.�
�
b. Valid data.�
�
This involves a using a variety of different methods (from questionnaires to various forms of observation).�
�
�
�
Interpretivism tends to be associated with methods of data collection that produce:�
�
a. Valid data.�
�
b. Qualitative data.�
�
�
�
This mainly involves using methods that involve discovering the subjective interpretations and meanings employed by people ("social actors") as they go about their day-to-day existence. For example:�
�
Participant Observation,�
�
Unstructured Interviews.�
�
�
�
3. In general, the above should be seen as a basic guide to the relationship between theories and methods - not all "positivists", for example, avoid the use of participant observation and "interpretivists" sometimes use questionnaires to collect data.�
�
�
�
4. The way in which methods of research are chosen involves a complex inter-relationship between:�
�
�
�
a. The sociologist's theoretical perspective (what they believe are the basic characteristics of the social world) and�
�
�
�
b. The research problem.�
�
�
�
Clearly, your theoretical perspective will help you to formulate ideas about what to research and why, but once this has been chosen some methods may be more-appropriate than others. For example: �
�
�
�
If you simply need to quantify a relationship (how many people in Britain smoke or break the law), then some form of questionnaire / interview will suffice.�
�
�
�
If you want to understand people's reasons for smoking or law-breaking, then a method that allows you to get at the reasons why people do things will need to be chosen.�
�
�
�
The above methodologies are also significant in relation to the "sociology and science" section of the course.�
�



























(Section d)�
�
PRACTICAL RESEARCH CONSIDERATIONS�
�
�
�
In terms of knowledge and understanding, this is a very straightforward section of the course. �
�
�
�
In addition, the practical experience of doing a project should have sensitised you to various problems - of methodology and method - that you could apply to a question about practical research considerations (“PRC’s). For example:�
�
�
�
a. Choice of research topic and�
�
b. Choice of research method(s).�
�
�
�
Questions on this topic tend not to carry very high marks, so any question you get will probably ask you to identify and / or apply a range of PRC's.�
�
�
�
Finally, you should also familiarise yourself with the concept of "triangulation" (using a plurality of research methods) and the methodological implications this has for:�
�
�
�
a. Reliability.�
�
b. Validity.�
�
c. The relationship between theory and method.�
�














































































(Section e) �
�
USES AND LIMITATIONS OF DIFFERENT SOURCES OF DATA AND METHODS OF RESEARCH�
�
�
�
This section of the syllabus deals with a number of theoretical and practical issues surrounding the use of various methods of research and the types of data it is possible to collect. All of these issues will have been covered in other sections of the syllabus in terms of such things as:�
�
�
�
a. Reliability and validity of different methods.�
�
b. Difference between quantitative and qualitative data.�
�
c. Difference between primary and secondary data.�
�
d. The use of different methods to collect different types of data.�
�
�
�
In addition, you need to understand the different "strengths and weaknesses" of different methods of data collection. As noted previously, it might be useful to organise this around the idea of:�
�
�
�
a. Advantages�
�
b. Disadvantages of different methods.�
�
�
�
You might also like to think about some of the methodological questions raised in the "methodology" and "evaluation" sections of your project.�
�

















































































(Section f)�
�
SOCIOLOGY AND SCIENCE�
�
�
�
1. To begin with, it would be useful to make sure that you understand what is meant by "science", in terms of:�
�
�
�
a. The idea that it is not a "body of knowledge" (such as "Physics" or "Sociology") but rather it is a methodology - that is, a way of studying the natural and social world in order to produce reliable and valid data.�
�
�
�
b. The "basic criteria" we can use to define "science" (both Nobbs and Giddens provide a list of these criteria).�
�
�
�
2. Once you are clear about what "science" involves, you need to make sure that you understand the methodologies of:�
�
�
�
Positivism,�
�
Realism and�
�
Interpretivism�
�
�
�
and the way they interpret and apply the concept of a "scientific methodology" within sociology.�
�
�
�
3. In relation to the question of whether or not sociology is / can be a science in the way that Physics and Chemistry are considered to be sciences, you need to be aware that Social sciences and Natural sciences have different subject matters - the former studies things that have consciousness, the latter does not.�
�
�
�
4. You need to be aware that positivist sociologists may have a widely out-of-date view of what constitutes a "natural scientific" methodology (since positivism was formulated in the 19th century). Natural science appears to now adopt a realist methodology - one that some sociologists have used since Marx in the 19th century.�
�
�
�
5. Basic concepts and ideas that will be useful in this context:�
�
�
�
a. Karl Popper and the view that a theory is only scientific it allows the possibility of being falsified (which means that not only is Marxism is not scientific but Darwin's Theory of evolution is not considered scientific).�
�
�
�
b. Additionally, you must understand that no theory is ever "true for all time". A theory is only "true" because it has not, as yet, been proven false.�
�





















c. An understanding of the "Hypothetico-Deductive" methodology:�
�
�
�
Initial Observations�
�
Formulation of testable Hypotheses�
�
Collection of data�
�
Testing of Hypotheses�
�
Confirmation or Falsification of Hypotheses�
�
Theory that explains observable phenomenon.�
�
�
�
d. Merton's concept of a "scientific ethos" that governs the practice of science:�
�
�
�
Communality�
�
Universality�
�
Disinterestedness�
�
Organised-Scepticism.�
�
�
�
e. Kaplan - the difference between "Logics in use" and "Reconstructed Logics".�
�
�
�
f. Kuhn - scientific paradigms (ideologies / ideological frameworks) determine how scientists observe the world in terms of the way in which knowledge has been traditionally organised and validated (this has implications for a methodology such as Interpretivism which stresses that the social world can only be understood subjectively - in terms of the interpretations and meanings of social actors. This methodology would not be considered "scientific" in the same way that positivism or realism might be considered scientific, but this does not make it non-scientific - just different and perhaps more appropriate to the study of "thinking matter").�
�
�
�
g. Polyani - the idea that all observations are "theory dependent" - in order to "see" something you necessarily have to already hold a theory that tells you how to interpret what you are seeing (e.g. In order to "see" a "tree" you have to know what a "tree" looks like). This has serious implications for the status of observation and the ideas of objectivity and value-freedom.�
�
�
�
h. Science, like religion for example, is an ideology; it is an inter-related set of values that tells people how to study something. Like anything that is based upon values, it is inherently subjective...�
�

































(Section g) �
�
OBJECTIVITY, SUBJECTIVITY AND VALUE-FREEDOM�
�
�
�
Concepts in this section can be related not only to questions of whether or not sociology is a science, but also to your overall understanding of the relationship between theories and methods.�
�
�
�
In terms of knowledge and understanding, you need to be able to:�
�
�
�
1. Define the concepts of:�
�
Objectivity,�
�
Subjectivity,�
�
Value-freedom.�
�
�
�
2. In addition, you need to be aware that the application of these concepts involves two clear levels of understanding:�
�
�
�
a. In terms of sociological methodology.�
�
b. In terms of the way in which data is collected.�
�
�
�
3. On a methodological level, therefore, you need to understand that, theoretically, it is not possible for any human being to be completely objective or value-free (since all human beings have values - it is not possible to be human and not hold certain values).�
�
�
�
In this respect, you have to understand the various arguments that hold that "sociology cannot be scientific" because:�
�
�
�
a. Human values will always intrude into the research process.�
�
b. The subject matter of sociology involves the researcher making interpretations about the significance of the data he / she collects ("methodological subjectivity").�
�
�
�
4. On the other hand, whilst things like:�
�
�
�
What "social problem" to study,�
�
Choice of method(s),�
�
Interpretation of data and data relationships (correlations and causations, etc.)�
�
clearly involve the application of values, this is true of all forms of data collection in any branch of science.�
�
�
�
5. In terms of the practical application of methods of research, however, there seems little reason to suppose that sociologists cannot be personally objective in the way they carry out their research (the second level of meaning to the concept).�
�












6. In relation to the concept of subjectivity, you need to be aware that it can relate not just to theoretical / practical questions of bias. For example:�
�
�
�
The frequent need to interpret the significance of data.�
�
Cheating / fabrication of data�
�
�
�
It can also relate to Interpretivist methodology, whereby the ability of the researcher to empathise with their respondents ("put themselves in the shoes of the people they are researching") is seen to be a positive advantage enjoyed by social scientists:�
�
Because we are dealing with conscious, active, human beings, our method of research should be designed to take advantage of the fact that we can understand their behaviour "subjectively" (that is, in terms of their feelings, meanings, motivations and so forth). Thus, you need to be aware that the first meaning of subjectivity normally involves the idea of bias, whilst a more sophisticated interpretation involves the idea of the researcher taking advantage of the fact that they are conscious beings attempting to interpret the behaviour of other conscious beings.�
�
�
�
It is important that you revise this section in terms of the two levels of application that I've outlined above since an understanding of the methodological / practical levels on which these concepts apply should enable you to answer any data response question that is asked (especially if you do not forget to include the relationship between these concepts and all other parts of the Theory and Methods section).�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

























































(Section h)�
�
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL POLICY�
�
�
�
1. This is potentially a problem area to revise because:�
�
�
�
a. Government policies cover so many areas of society.�
�
b. There are numerous debates (sociological and otherwise) surrounding the formulation and implementation of social policies.�
�
�
�
2. There are, however, a number of different areas that you can revise that will help you handle a question in this area:�
�
�
�
a. The relationship between government and social research funding. �
�
b. Family life will give you a good outline of the relationship between social policy, sociology and family life. �
�
c. Similarly, current developments in education will be useful as background material.�
�
d. New Right Realism will give you background material in relation to government policy and crime.�
�
�
�
3. Since you will have a good level of "background knowledge" about various areas of society from your general revision, you need to consolidate this with a knowledge of:�
�
�
�
a. Research methods and funding.�
�
�
�
b. Theoretical perspectives (Marxist perspectives, for example, are unlikely to feature as a part of government policy in Britain; Functionalist assumptions about the nature of the social world are likely to be a feature of social policy). For example:�
�
Meritocracy thesis in education.�
�
Ecological and sub-cultural theories in deviance.�
�
Functionalist views on domestic division of labour, gender roles etc..�
�
Youth Training / Vocational Training (education).�
�
�
�
c. Sociological theories - for example New Left Realism / New right Realism:�
�
�
�
You need to think about their relationship to social policy and be able to apply them to an understanding of the relationship between sociology and social policy.�
�
�
�
4. Use your knowledge / experience about current "social problems" and policies:�
�
�
�
Single parenthood�
�
Educational training�
�
Youth Crime�
�
and the like as illustrative material in relation to sociological theories with which you are familiar.�
�



DEVIANCE�
�
(Section a)�
�
THEORIES OF CRIME AND DEVIANCE�
�
�
�
1. This section is a long, involved and very important area of the deviance part of the course since it covers a wide range of theoretical explanations of crime (in particular). It also involves the use of a number of important concepts. �
�
�
�
a. Functionalist: Durkheim and the functions of crime�
�
Merton and Strain theory�
�
�
�
b. Ecological theories: Especially "Concentric Zone" theory (Shaw and McKay) and Differential Association (Sutherland)�
�
�
�
c. Sub-cultural theories: A. Cohen (status frustration).�
�
Cloward and Ohlin (criminal sub-cultures).�
�
Miller (lower class sub-cultures).�
�
�
�
d. Interactionist: Matza (Delinquency and Drift)�
�
Becker (Labelling theory); S.Cohen.�
�
�
�
e. Orthodox Marxism: Marx, P.Cohen. Chambliss. Pearce.�
�
�
�
f. Radical Criminology: Taylor, Walton and Young.�
�
Hall and Jefferson (Resistance Through Rituals).�
�
�
�
g. New Left Realism: Lea and Young�
�
�
�
h. New Right Realism: Wilson. Clarke and Mayhew.�
�
�
�
For each of the above "major theoretical perspectives" you could usefully adopt the "5 things I know about..." approach, since this will give you a good revision grounding in theories of crime (which can be supplemented by other areas of the deviance section).�
�
�
�
2. In addition, it is useful to focus upon various concepts associated with these major theoretical perspectives and theories. For example, you need to have a good working knowledge of concepts like:�
�
�
�
a. Anomie, Status frustration. Ends and Means (Strain theory)�
�
(Functionalism)�
�
�
�
b. Ecological zones / criminal areas. Differential Association. White collar crime�
�
(Ecological theories).�
�
�
�
c. Class sub-cultures�
�
(Functionalist sub-cultural theories).�
�



d. Conventional and Subterranean value systems.


Delinquency (crimes committed by juveniles aged 10 - 17).�
�
Labelling. Social reaction. Deviancy amplification. Moral Panic�
�
(Interactionism)�
�
�
�
e. Alienation: Power. Dominant ideology. Crimes of the powerful (upper class / big business crime)�
�
(Marxism)�
�
�
�
f. Resistance through rituals. Hegemony. Class conflict�
�
(Radical Criminology)�
�
�
�
g. Defensive Space. Designing Out Crime. Opportunist crimes (e.g. petty theft, motor theft)�
�
(New Right realism)�
�
�
�
h. Political marginalisation. Relative deprivation theory. Marxist sub-cultural theory�
�
(New Left Realism).�
�
�
�
3. You need to understand the concept of "white collar crime".(for example,  Sutherland (The Professional Thief), Carson (White Collar Crime)�
�
�
�
4. You need to understand how different theoretical perspectives understand the basis of social order and how social controls are applied in out society:�
�
�
�
a. Social order can be understood from your grasp of sociological perspectives considered in the "Theory and Methods" section of the course.�
�
�
�
b. Social control can be understood from your grasp of the various sociological theories you will have revised above.�
�




























































(Section b)�
�
SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF CRIME AND DEVIANCE �
�
and�
�
(Section c)�
�
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POWER, DEVIANCE AND SOCIAL CONTROL�
�
�
�
1. You need to understand how the concepts of crime and deviance can be defined and you need to ensure that you have examples of these two concepts to hand (i.e. You need to understand why sociologists use the concept of deviance rather than simply using the concept of crime).�
�
�
�
2. To ensure that you understand the "social construction of deviance" you need to understand:�
�
�
�
a. Labelling theory�
�
b. Various forms of Marxist theory (especially Radical criminology).�
�
�
�
For each of these, if you haven't already done so in section a, you need to employ the "5+ things I know about..." revision technique.�
�


























































































(Section d)�
�
THE SOCIAL DISTRIBUTION OF CRIME�
�
�
�
1. The first thing you need to understand in this section is what Official Statistics tell us about the nature of crime in Britain:�
�
�
�
a. The type and extent of crime.�
�
b. Who commits most crime according to this "official reality of crime".�
�
�
�
2. As with all statistics, you need to interpret their significance and you can use the methodological concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Reliability and�
�
b. Validity for this purpose.�
�
�
�
3. In relation to the above, you need to also understand the "unofficial reality" or "dark figure" of crime in Britain. A working knowledge of:�
�
�
�
a. Labelling theory and�
�
b. The British Crime Surveys (self-report and victimisation studies)�
�
c. New Left Realist interpretation of reliability / validity of official statistics will be useful�
�
�
�
4. You need to understand:�
�
�
�
a. The extent to which crime is related to class, gender and ethnicity.�
�
b. Theoretical explanations of the relationship between crime, age, class, gender and ethnicity.�
�
�
�
For example, in relation to gender, you need to understand:�
�
�
�
a. Differential Opportunity structures.�
�
b. Police / Judicial labelling.�
�
c. The "chivalry factor" (whereby police and courts treat women more leniently than men on the basis of their gender).�
�
d. The "medicalisation" of female deviance (women not always seen as "real criminals" - rather they are in need of help and treatment).�
�
�
�
�



5. You need to understand that "age" and "sex" are not in themselves causal factors in relation to crime (although there is a positive correlation between age, sex and crime in the official statistics). Rather, you need to be aware that:�
�
�
�
a. Lifestyles of the young and old may be very different (the former finding themselves in situations where crime is likely to take place).�
�
�
�
b. Different opportunities to commit crimes exist in relation to age, gender and class (the middle classes, for example, are likely to be in positions of unsupervised power, which means they have greater opportunities to commit crimes such as fraud).�
�
�
�
6. You need to be aware of a possible "malestream bias" in relation to crime - until recently, very few sociologists have given much time to the analysis of female criminality.�
�
�
�
7. You need to understand that any theory of crime based upon an uncritical interpretation of official statistics is likely to underestimate both the extent of crime and the involvement of the middle classes and females in criminal behaviour.�
�
�
�
8. You need to be aware that New Left Realist sociologists have argued that, although official statistics are not perfect, they do accurately represent the extent of working class / middle class involvement in crime - they simply underestimate the true extent of crime in Britain (that is, a certain proportion of crime is committed by working classes and this would stay roughly the same even if we knew about every crime actually committed in Britain each year).�
�
�
�































































(Section e)�
�
LABELLING THEORY AND DEVIANCY AMPLIFICATION �
�
�
�
1. Labelling theory will have been covered in an earlier section of your revision (theories of crime and deviance) but since it is one of the major theoretical perspectives in relation to crime and social control you need to have a very good working knowledge of this perspective (adopt the "5+ things I know about..." approach).�
�
�
�
2. For deviancy amplification you need to know:�
�
�
�
a. The basic elements of this model.�
�
b. The specific role played by the mass media at each stage in the amplification process.�
�
c. The various ways in which the "amplification spiral" can be broken.�
�
�
�
Familiarise yourself with each of these aspects of the Deviancy Amplification Model and focus your revision on things like:�
�
�
�
Stage one of model:�
�
Initial Deviance (identification of deviants)�
�
Role of Mass media in this process...�
�
How the spiral can be broken at this stage...�
�
�
�
3. Basic concepts that it will be useful to know:�
�
�
�
a. Primary and Secondary deviation (Lemert)�
�
b. Moral panic.�
�
c. Social control.�
�
d. Moral entrepreneur.�
�
e. Power (to resist / reject labelling).�
�
�
�
4. In general, it would be useful to know of some examples of social groups who have   been / are likely to be subjected to labelling process and deviancy amplification:�
�
�
�
Youth cultures (mods, punks, skinheads, hippies, etc.).�
�
Rave culture.�
�
"Dangerous dog" owners.�
�
Travellers.�
�






























(Section f)�
�
ROLE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES�
�
�
�
1. You need a basic understanding of the role of control agencies such as:�
�
The police�
�
Government (in relation to law making)�
�
The courts / judiciary.�
�
�
�
2. You need to be aware of the role played by the police in:�
�
�
�
a. The identification of deviants.�
�
b. The prosecution of deviant behaviour (arrest, charge, etc.).�
�
�
�
3. You need to have a basic awareness of the "political / ideological" role of the police as theorised by theoretical perspectives such as Functionalism and Marxism (for example, the police as part of a "repressive Capitalist State").�
�
�
�
4. You need to be aware that the power of the police / judiciary to label people with master labels is very important.�
�
�
�
5. You need to have an understanding of both the Structuralist approach to the position of official agencies of control and the Interactionist approach to their position (similar to the above, but need to understand that the identification / labelling of deviants is a messy, incomplete, business - people are wrongly labelled, many deviants are not caught / criminalised, etc.).�
�
�
�
6. Your perception of the role of the police in society will be conditioned by your theoretical perspective (e.g. Marxists tend to emphasise the repressive role of the police, although New Left Realists tend to adopt a softer approach to this question - that the police do not simply oppress the working classes).�
�
�
�
7. Understand the distinction between:�
�
�
�
a. Hard social controls (the law / legal system / criminalization).�
�
b. Soft social controls (the activities of social workers as they attempt to control / change the behaviour of their clients, for example).�
�
�
�
8. It is most important to relate the role of the police / judiciary to "theories of crime" and theoretical perspectives whenever possible, since this gives you a context for understanding what their role is likely to be in society.�
�
�
�
9. You should understand concepts such as:�
�
�
�
a. Selective law enforcement / police discretion.�
�
b. Judicial interpretation / independence (from the State).�
�
c. The categorisation of "criminals" (this relates to earlier revision on the social distribution of crime).�
�
d. Community and Military styles of policing.�
�
e. Pro-active and Reactive styles of policing.�
�



(Section g)�
�
YOUTH SUBCULTURES AND STYLES�
�
�
�
1. You need to understand the concept of youth in terms of:�
�
�
�
a. How it is defined (and how it is theoretically different from childhood, adulthood, old age).�
�
�
�
b. It's relative modernity (i.e. mainly post 2nd world war).�
�
�
�
2. An understanding of the (psychological) use of the concept of adolescence would be useful, if only to contrast it with sociological explanations of youth.�
�
�
�
3. In the main, you need to have a good theoretical grasp of various sociological perspectives on youth:�
�
�
�
a. Early sociological.�
�
b. Functionalist (include a knowledge of Parsons' and "pattern variables").�
�
c. Marxist sub-cultural.�
�
d. Interactionist.�
�
�
�
For each of the last three major perspectives, you need to adopt the "5+ things I know about..." approach, since you will need extensive knowledge of these perspectives.�
�
�
�
4. You should understand Stan.Cohen's argument that "youth sub-cultures" are not really sub-cultures at all, but simply creations of the mass media in industrial societies.�
�
�
�
5. If possible, you should have a reasonably familiarity with various types of youth sub-culture (mods, punks, etc.). You could also usefully familiarise yourself with the relationship between football hooliganism and youth sub-cultures.�
�
�
�
6. In relation to various perspectives, a good understanding of concepts such as:�
�
�
�
a. Anomie.�
�
b. Alienation.�
�
c. Culture and sub-culture.�
�
d. Bourgeois hegemony.�
�
e. Invisible women (and explanations for their apparent lack of central involvement in youth sub-cultures).�
�
�
�


















(Section g)�
�
SUICIDE�
�
�
�
1. This section of the course can be split into two distinct areas:�
�
�
�
a. One that deals with the explanation of suicide as a sociological phenomenon.�
�
�
�
b. One that uses the sociological study of suicide to illustrate some of the methodological questions that surround the application of:�
�
�
�
1. Positivist�
�
2. Realist�
�
3. Interpretivist methodologies.�
�
�
�
2. In relation to the sociological explanation of suicide, you need to have a good working knowledge of writers such as:�
�
�
�
a. Durkheim (Functionalist).�
�
b. Douglas�
�
c. Maxwell Atkinson (both Interactionist).�
�
�
�
3. You need to understand the difference between Durkheim's four types of suicide:�
�
�
�
a. Anomic�
�
b. Egoistic�
�
c. Altruistic.�
�
d. Fatalistic.�
�
�
�
4. You need to understand criticisms of Durkheim based around ideas such as:�
�
�
�
a. His (over) reliance upon secondary sources (reliability / validity of statistics).�
�
�
�
b. The difficulties involved in operationalizing concepts such as "levels of social integration, egoism, altruism" and the like.�
�
�
�
c. His inability to explain why people choose to commit suicide specifically (rather than turn to crime, become mentally ill and so forth).�
�
�
�
5. You need to understand the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Collective consciousness.�
�
b. Social solidarity.�
�
c. Moral order.�
�
d. Social integration.�
�
e. Social regulation (and their "normal" and "pathological" forms).�
�



6. In relation to methodological questions, the study of suicide can be used to illustrate:�
�
�
�
a. Positivism (e.g.. Halbwachs, Sainsbury, Gibbs and Martin - explanations can only be produced using observable phenomena).�
�
�
�
b. Realism (e.g.. Durkheim - referred to "unobservable phenomena" such as levels of social integration / regulation).�
�
�
�
c. Interpretivism (e.g. Douglas, Atkinson - referred to the way in which the meaning of an act is highly dependent upon the interpretations of powerful social actors (police, coroners, etc.).).�
�





















































































































EDUCATION�
�
(Section a) �
�
THEORIES OF THE ROLE OF EDUCATION�
�
and �
�
(Section b) EDUCATION AND SOCIAL MOBILITY�
�
�
�
1. This section of the course focuses upon macro (Structuralist) perspectives, since it is these perspectives (Functionalism and Conflict) which tend to specify a relationship between education and other social institutions (such as work, family life and the like).�
�
�
�
In this respect, you need to have a good knowledge of:�
�
�
�
a. Functionalist and�
�
b. Marxist Conflict perspectives in general.�
�
�
�
You also need to be aware of particular "theories of education" within each perspective. For example, within the Marxist Conflict perspective you need to understand "Correspondence Theory".�
�
�
�
2. In terms of the above, it would be useful to revise a "check-list" of:�
�
�
�
a. General themes within each perspective:�
�
�
�
For example, that for Functionalists, education has:�
�
1. Selection�
�
2. Allocation�
�
3. Differentiation functions�
�
�
�
b. Specific themes in relation to particular theories put-forward by writers within each perspective:�
�
�
�
"Correspondence theory" within Marxism would be a case in point here.�
�
�
�
3. An understanding of the relationship between education and work from both a Functionalist and Marxist perspective would be useful, as would a good working knowledge of concepts such as:�
�
�
�
a. Anomie�
�
b. Alienation�
�
c. Ideology�
�
d. Functional imperatives�
�
e. Dominant ideology�
�
f. Vocational education�
�
�
�
4. In relation to current developments in Britain, you need to have an awareness of the distinction between academic training and vocational training (in relation to the latter you need a reasonable level of knowledge concerning government-sponsored vocational training schemes and some idea about how to interpret them from both Functionalist and Marxist perspectives).�
�



5. Most of the work you've done on education and social mobility can be revised from work done on Differential Educational Achievement and Current Developments in Education: �
�
�
�
a. Empirical evidence relating to changes in the structure of education in Britain from 1945 to the present day.�
�
�
�
b. The meritocracy thesis and its critics. A good knowledge of the latter is required here.�
�
�
�
c. The relationship between educational qualifications and social mobility, considered in terms of class, gender and ethnicity.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�


































































(Section c)�
�
THE FORMAL CURRICULUM�
�
�
�
1. In this section you need to focus upon the way in which the organisation and content of the curriculum is shaped in terms of the relationship between education as a social institution and other institutions and agencies in society.�
�
�
�
The "curriculum" has two basic elements:�
�
a. The formal curriculum (which we will concentrate on here).�
�
b. The "hidden curriculum" (which is considered in the next section).�
�
�
�
2. You need to understand the relationship between the content of the school curriculum (subjects taught, types of knowledge that are considered as valid and the like) and the idea that education is a "preparation for adult life. You need to be able to consider and evaluate this relationship.�
�
�
�
3. You need to understand the way in which "knowledge" is both socially constructed and validated and how concepts of "knowledge" and "education" may differ comparatively across different societies and within the same society at different times in its historical development.�
�
�
�
4. You need to be familiar with the concepts of the:�
�
�
�
a. Selection�
�
b. Organisation�
�
c. Stratification of knowledge.�
�
�
�
5. A working knowledge of various aspects of the National Curriculum in Britain (when it was introduced, its main provisions, subject base, testing elements ("Key Stages") and so forth).�
�
�
�
6. You need to understand the importance of the "academic" / "vocational" divide in Britain (and the range of qualifications associated with each) and be able to relate this divide to the way in which work, for example, is structured into professional / non-professional employment.�
�
�
�
7. You need to understand the way in which power relationships shape the content of the official curriculum and you should be familiar with both:�
�
�
�
a. Pluralist and�
�
b. Marxist models of power as they relate to the school and the curriculum.�
�
�
�
8. You need to understand the concepts of �
�
a. Professional status groups and �
�
b. Interest groups�
�
�
�
Information revised in this section will also be highly relevant to earlier sections...�
�






(Section d)�
�
THE HIDDEN CURRICULUM�
�
�
�
1. You need to have a good understanding of the concept of the "hidden curriculum" - how to define it, what it involves and so forth. In addition, you need to be aware that although it tends to be a concept primarily associated with the Interactionist perspective (because it tends to be focused upon relatively small-scale, inter-personal, forms of social interaction within the school / classroom), it is also a concept that has been used by Functionalist and Marxist writers:�
�
�
�
a. Functionalism: For example, Parsons' argument that one function of an education system is to pass-on socially-approved norms and values to children. It is through the operation of a "non-formal" curriculum that children learn how to behave instrumentally (rather than affectively) - part of the secondary socialisation process.�
�
�
�
b. Marxism: For example, Althusser's argument that the hidden curriculum exists to exert ideological control over the social development of pupils (whereby they learn "through their experiences" such things as competition rather than co-operation).�
�
�
�
There are a number of basic definitions of the hidden curriculum that you can use (Jackson, Meighan, Haralambos, etc.).�
�
�
�
2. You need to be able to outline some of the content of a "hidden curriculum".�
�
�
�
3. You need to be able to relate the concept of a hidden curriculum to wider social processes (the organisation of the school, work and so forth). Meighan's concept of "ghosting", for example, is a useful way of starting to do this.�
�
�
�
4. You need to understand that the hidden curriculum relates to the general process of socialisation in our society and you need to be aware of the implications of the idea that socialisation is a two-way process between the socialising agent and the socialised.�
�
�
�
5. You need to be familiar with studies that relate to both the content and effect of a hidden curriculum (for example, Bernstein, Bourdieu, Althusser, Bowles and Gintis, Willis, Keddie).�
�
�
�
6. You need to be aware that the hidden curriculum can be theorised on two main levels (as noted above):�
�
�
�
a. A macro level that looks at the way social structures influence the structure of the school, the curriculum, teacher - pupil relationships (and how they change as the child moves through the system).�
�
�
�
b. A micro level that looks at inter-personal relationships within the classroom and deals with questions of power, authority, status etc.�
�



7. You should have a reasonable level of empirical knowledge in relation to examples of the hidden curriculum that you can apply to any given question (an awareness of this evidence is more important than the ability to recall loads of statistics). For example:�
�
�
�
a. Status differences between schools �
�
(for example: Grammar / Secondary Modern or Public school / State school)�
�
�
�
b. Differences in the treatment of pupils based upon:�
�
�
�
1. Social class�
�
2. Gender�
�
3. Age�
�
4. Ethnicity.�
�
�
�
A useful way of relating this evidence to the concept of a hidden curriculum is to use Max Weber's concept of "life chances".�
�
�
�
































































































(Section e)�
�
TEACHER - PUPIL RELATIONSHIPS�
�
and �
�
(Section f)�
�
CONCEPTS OF "SUCCESS" AND "FAILURE"�
�
�
�
1. To answer questions in these areas you will need to draw upon ideas such as:�
�
�
�
a. The formal and hidden curriculum: The way in which teacher - pupil relationships are specified and practised within the classroom.�
�
�
�
b. Power and authority: Sources of teacher power / authority and the nature of classroom interaction.�
�
�
�
c. Youth sub-cultures: Deviance revision will be of use here.�
�
�
�
2. You need to understand the way in which concepts of success and failure are socially constructed and some empirical knowledge (relating to class, gender, ethnicity) would be useful here. �
�
�
�























































































(Section g)�
�
DIFFERENTIAL ACHIEVEMENT�
�
�
�
1. Familiarise yourself with some basic empirical awareness of different patterns of educational achievement based upon the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Social class�
�
b. Gender�
�
c. Ethnicity.�
�
�
�
2. You need to be able to explain patterns of differential achievement and a good knowledge of the following is required:�
�
�
�
a. Innate differences in intelligence (biological / genetic theories)�
�
(including an ability to critically discuss the concepts of intelligence, IQ measurement, etc.).�
�
b. The meritocracy thesis�
�
c. Material deprivation theory�
�
d. Home environment / parental attitudes theory�
�
e. Class sub-culture theory�
�
f. Cultural Capital and Cultural reproduction.�
�
g. Cultural deprivation theory. (including the idea of "Compensatory Education").�
�
�
�
3. You need to understand the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Immediate and deferred gratification�
�
b. Elaborated and restricted codes of speech�
�
c. Streaming, banding, setting (and how they may relate to the formation of pupil sub-cultures).�
�
d. Mixed ability teaching�
�
e. Teacher labelling�
�
�
�
It is important to remember that much of the revision that you do in this area will be relevant to other areas of education, just as, in turn, these areas will be relevant to explanations of differential achievement (labelling theory and the hidden curriculum, for example).�
�







































FAMILY LIFE�
�
(Section a)�
�
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE FAMILY TO SOCIAL STRUCTURE�
�
�
�
1. You need to have a basic understanding of the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Nuclear family�
�
b. Extended family (both horizontal and vertical)�
�
c. Kinship (relationships based upon blood ties).�
�
�
�
2. A good understanding of the concept of "a family group" is required background knowledge. For example: G.P.Murdock's definition of "a family".�
�
�
�
3. You need to be aware that there are different types of family structure in our society:�
�
�
�
a. Nuclear�
�
b. extended�
�
c. Single-parent�
�
d. Reconstituted�
�
e. Homosexual (very rare, but a possibility).�
�
�
�
4. Whilst the family group appears to be a universal feature of all known societies, you need to be aware that how you define "a family" will determine the extent to which you see it as a universal social institution.�
�
�
�
5. You need to be able to understand the concept of a "social institution" (broadly, a "pattern or shared, stable, behaviour") and to be able to both:�
�
�
�
a. Identify the family group as a major institution of (primary) socialisation.�
�
b. Understand the basic relationship between this institution and other social institutions (education, work, government, etc.).�
�
�
�
6. You need to know some empirical examples of societies in which the "traditional family group" does not appear to exist. For example:�
�
�
�
a. The Nayer of Malabar (India - but no longer in existence).�
�
b. Kibbutzim in Israel�
�
c. Communes in America�
�
d. Soviet Communes in the 1920's.�
�
�
�
7. The question of whether or not the family is a "universal social institution" is important not only for what it tells us about the nature of social life but also because of its ideological dimension - the idea that the family group is a good, natural and necessary institution (and by implication that anything which damages "family life" damages society as a whole - a theme that is taken-up in other sections of the course).�
�









8. In relation to various sociological (and non-sociological) perspectives, you need to have a good working knowledge of:�
�
�
�
a. Functionalism (especially Murdock, Fletcher and Parsons)�
�
Focus upon the functions (needs and purposes) of the family group.�
�
�
�
b. Socio-biology (especially Wilson, Tiger and Fox).�
�
Understand the implications for male / female gender relationships. Socio-biology is also a very good example of an Inductive Positivist methodology - an understanding of this methodology will also be useful in the Theory and Methods section of the syllabus).�
�
�
�
For Functionalist perspectives on the family, adopt the "5+ things I know about..." approach to revision.�
�
�
�
c. Marxism (especially Engels, Cooper and Zaretsky). Again, a major perspective that tends to be the opposite of functionalism. Marxists relate the family as an institution to the nature of Capitalism as an economic system. You need to be aware of how Marxists do this ("5+ things I know about...").�
�
�
�
d. Feminism (especially McIntosh, Oakley and Barratt): Feminism is covered in more depth in another section, but you need to be aware of the way in which all feminists (but especially radical and Marxist) have related the family as an institution to female oppression in society.�
�
�
�
9. Overall, this section of the course tends to focus upon the relationship between the family as an institution in society and other social institutions. This theme is apparent throughout this section of the course and you need to feel comfortable in your understanding of the idea of "institutions" and "institutional relationships".�
�
�
�

























































(Section b)�
�
THE FAMILY AND INDUSTRIALISATION�
�
�
�
1. In basic terms, the idea that there has been a "close (functional) fit" between the basic structure of the family and the process of industrialisation is most associated with writers such as Parsons and Goode (both Functionalists).�
�
�
�
You need to understand some of the basic concepts involved in this theory:�
�
�
�
a. The process of industrialism (i.e. the change from a predominantly agricultural to a predominantly industrial society)�
�
b. The difference between:�
�
1. Feudalism and�
�
2. Capitalism (in Marxist terms, the idea of different "Modes of Production" - a useful concept to understand).�
�
c. Nuclear and extended family structures.�
�
�
�
2. You need to have a good working knowledge of both the "fit thesis" and its associated advocates (Parsons, Goode, Willmott and Young, etc.). In basic terms, the initial theory was that:�
�
�
�
a. The pre-industrial family was mainly extended.�
�
b. In industrial societies, the nuclear family is dominant.�
�
�
�
After criticism, the theory is sometimes expressed in terms of the idea that the relationship between industrialisation and family structure is reversed (i.e. the initial fit thesis argued that industrialisation was a causal factor in the development of the nuclear family). In this respect, it is sometimes argued that the nuclear family was a causal factor in the development of industrialisation (those societies which developed a nuclear family structure went on to industrialise first...).�
�
�
�
3. You need to understand criticisms of this theory. For example,�
�
�
�
a. Laslett�
�
b. Anderson�
�
�
�
These writers used empirical evidence to demonstrate that the pre-industrial family in Britain was predominantly nuclear, not extended - therefore, Functionalist theory is incorrect (note that parsons, for example, developed his version of the fit thesis without recourse to empirical evidence - it was simply an untested hypothesis. This fact may be useful in the Theory and Methods section when talking about sociological methodology).�
�


















4. Be aware that Marxist writers have tended to argue that class was an important variable in relation to family structures and industrialisation. That:�
�
�
�
a. The upper classes kept a predominantly extended form.�
�
b. The working classes developed an extended form during the first stages of industrialisation.�
�
c. Middle class families were predominantly nuclear in form.�
�
�
�
This class-based analysis avoids some of the pitfalls of the Functionalist approach, since it sees family structures related to class diversity rather than "society as a whole".�
�
�
�
5. You need to be aware of the continuing importance of "modified extended family and kinship structures" in industrialised societies (for example, the fact that family groups still maintain social and economic contacts - again, class seems to be an important factor here).�
�






































































































(Section c)�
�
DIVERSITY OF CONTEMPORARY FAMILY STRUCTURES�
�
�
�
1. This area of the course focuses upon trying to get you to avoid the error of seeing all family structures as being basically similar (the idea that we can talk about "the" family, rather than "family life" or "family groups"). In this respect, you have to have a general sensitivity to the idea that in our society there may be a wide range of family types.�
�
�
�
2. Family diversity has already been encountered when you revised the idea of 4 basic types of family diversity:�
�
�
�
a. Nuclear�
�
b. Extended�
�
c. Single-parent�
�
d. Reconstituted (or "step-families").�
�
�
�
3. You need to understand the distinction between "family" and "household".�
�
�
�
4. Be familiar with the idea that the nuclear family structure is probably the norm for family types in Britain (see the arguments of writers such as Fletcher and Chester - both Functionalists). Empirically, this would seem to be the case, but once again evidence tends to rely upon:�
�
�
�
a. Your initial definition of what constitutes "a family".�
�
b. The idea of a "family life cycle" (that is, the idea that, for at least part of their lives, people in Britain tend to live within some form of nuclear family arrangement).�
�
�
�
5. You need to have a good understanding of various types of family diversity. For example, the Rapport's identification of 5 major types of family diversity:�
�
�
�
a. Organisational�
�
b. Cultural�
�
c. Class�
�
d. Life-course�
�
e. Cohort.�
�
�
�
A reasonable understanding of empirical evidence relating to these areas will be useful.�
�
�
�
6. You need to be aware that there is a wide range of cross-cultural family diversity (that is, across different societies) and what may be the norm in modern industrial societies such as Britain and America may not be the norm in other societies.�
�
�
�
7. The causes of family diversity can be linked-in which other sections of the course. For example:�
�
a. Family and Industrialisation.�
�
b. Marriage, Divorce, Cohabitation.�
�
(Section d)�
�
CHANGING PATTERNS OF MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND SEPARATION�
�
�
�
1. When changing patterns of marriage, divorce, illegitimacy and the like are discussed, it is usually (but not exclusively) in the context of some form of "family in decline / crisis" context. In this respect, you need to be aware that concepts like marriage and divorce can be used as indicators of "decline / vitality" when the concept of "crisis" is operationalised.�
�
�
�
2. You need to be aware of the idea that the family group is an important agency of primary socialisation in Britain and, in this context, you need to be aware of different sociological perspectives on "family life". In the main, these are:�
�
�
�
a. Functionalist�
�
b. Marxist�
�
c. Feminist.�
�
�
�
3. You need to be aware that the idea of declining rates of marriage, increasing levels of divorce, cohabitation, single-parenthood and illegitimacy have always been a "cause for concern" for politicians. Moral Panics over "family life" have occurred and reoccurred periodically over the past 100 - 200 years. For any question that asks you to operationalize the concept of "family decline", therefore, you will need to about a "comparative historical analysis" between family life in the past and in the present. Most sections on the family will help you to construct this kind of analysis.�
�
�
�
4. You need to be aware of two levels of analysis of family life:�
�
�
�
a. A macro level which looks at the family's changing relationship to other social institutions.�
�
�
�
b. A micro level that looks at what goes-on within the family group itself (this is considered in more depth in section e). �
�
�
�
5. You need to have a good working knowledge of the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Marriage�
�
b. Divorce�
�
c. Cohabitation�
�
d. Single-parenthood�
�
e. Illegitimacy.�
�
�
�
In this respect, adopt the "5+ things I know about..." method for each of these. �
�















In addition, you need to understand the methodological problems of:�
�
�
�
a. Reliability and�
�
b. Validity involved in the collection and interpretation of the significance of these concepts. For example: �
�
�
�
Can an increasing level of cohabitation in our society be interpreted as being indicative of a decline in the social significance of the family, or simply of a change in the structure of family life?�
�
�
�
Does an increase in "legal illegitimacy" indicate an increasing disregard for family life, or is it simply indicative of the fact that couples are choosing a cohabiting lifestyle rather than a married lifestyle?�
�
�
�
6. Some basic statistical knowledge about changing rates of marriage, divorce and so forth would be very useful in this context, as would a basic awareness of legal and social  changes in relation to divorce, for example.�
�
�
�
This is a very straightforward "knowledge learning" part of your revision, since a good grasp of these ideas will allow you to easily interpret, apply and evaluate knowledge in this area.�
�
�
�
7. In relation to concepts like illegitimacy, you need to be reasonably aware of the way in which (conservative) political scientists such as Charles Murray have attempted to use "raw illegitimacy statistics" to suggest that Britain is developing an "underclass" of poverty-stricken, criminally inclined, citizens. You need to be able to refute this argument both statistically and methodologically.�
�


































































(Section e)�
�
CHANGES WITHIN THE FAMILY�
�
�
�
1. This section focuses upon micro levels of social interaction within the family as a social group and it involves a good understanding of:�
�
�
�
a. Gender roles and relationships (including gender socialisation).�
�
b. The domestic labour debate (who does it and why).�
�
c. Power relationships (which are closely related to the above and to wider issues in our society concerning the relationship between the family and work institutions),�
�
�
�
2. You should be aware that, as always, your theoretical perspective will determine the way in which you interpret empirical evidence concerning the above - so a good basic understanding of the main theoretical perspectives is required (something you should have developed in throughout your revision).�
�
�
�
3. On a general level, you need to understand the "symmetry or non-symmetry" debate in terms of whether or not the family group in our society has, historically, been moving towards joint conjugal roles. You need to understand these concepts and be able to apply them to both theoretical evidence (in the shape of gender socialisation) and empirical evidence in the shape of the domestic labour debate.�
�
�
�
4. You need to have a good working knowledge of the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Social class and�
�
b. Patriarchy  as they relate to family life / gender and power relationships within the family.�
�
�
�
5. You need to be able to understand the domestic labour debate from at least three main perspectives:�
�
�
�
a. Functionalist�
�
b. Marxist�
�
c. Feminist (Liberal, Radical and Marxist viewpoints).�
�
�
�
You could organise this section of your revision around these perspectives and, with a little empirical knowledge (Elston "Half our future doctors?", for example), you should feel confident of being able to interpret this from a variety of different viewpoints.�
�
�
�
6. You can organise your revision of gender roles / power relationships around an understanding of various theoretical perspectives:�
�
a. Biological differences between males and females.�
�
b. Socio-biology�
�
c. Functionalism�
�
d. Radical Feminism�
�
e. Marxist Feminism�
�
Adopt a "5 things I know about..." approach here.�
�



7. Understand both Weber's and Lukes' typologies of power, since this will help you not only in relation to the family but in any section where you need to discuss the concept of power.�
�
�
�
8. You need to have a good understanding of the basic differences between a variety of feminist perspectives on family life:�
�
�
�
a. Liberal�
�
b. Radical�
�
c. Marxist / socialist�
�
�
�
You should be able to put names to each perspective and to understand something about the "symmetry / patriarchy" debate in relation to family life. You will also need to be able to discuss the relative importance of social class and patriarchy as concepts in this area.�
�
�
�
9. You need to be aware of the difference between the concepts of sex and gender - how they differ and why the distinction is made.�
�
�
�
10 You need to have a good understanding of the process of gender socialisation (both primary and secondary) and you need to be able to relate this to an analysis of wider social relationships in education, work and the like.�
�
�
�
You need to understand both how and why gender socialisation takes place within the family group.�
�








































































(Section f)�
�
CHILDHOOD AND OLD AGE�
�
�
�
1. You need to have a good working knowledge of the way in which the concepts of childhood and old age are socially constructed.�
�
�
�
2. You need to be aware of the relationship between physical / biological development and the ways in which such developments are socially-categorised.�
�
�
�
3. In order to understand childhood and old age as social processes you need to have an understanding of the way in which conceptions of these ideas have changed historically.�
�
�
�
4. You need to be familiar with the methodological problems (especially reliability and validity) involved in the production of empirical evidence about the past.�
�
�
�
5. You need to understand both Aries arguments about the "invention of childhood" and Shipman's criticisms of Aries' methodology and interpretation.�
�
�
�
6. You need to be able to relate conceptions about the length / duration of life-periods such as childhood and old age to changes in institutions such as education, work and the family. An understanding of the process of industrialisation (and the change form a Feudal to a Capitalist mode of production) will be useful in this respect.�
�
�
�
7. Understand how Interactionist writers such as G.H.Mead have theorised the various stages in social development as they relate to biological age changes.�
�
�
�
8. Be aware of the comparative dimension to the treatment of the very young and the very old (especially the concept of "ageism" - social prejudice and discrimination on the basis of age).�
�
�
�
8. You need to understand the implications of an ageing population profile for our society in terms of taxation, welfare services and so forth.�
�










































(Section g) �
�
SOCIAL POLICY�
�
�
�
1. You need to have a reasonable range of empirical knowledge about a number of areas that affect the family as an institution. These include:�
�
�
�
a. Work�
�
b. Education�
�
c. Legal changes�
�
d. Welfare provision and changes�
�
�
�
2. You need to feel confident that you can broadly define the concept of social policy and that the concept relates directly to the concepts of ideology and theoretical perspective (since social policies designed to "protect family life", for example, will depend upon a very specific interpretation of what constitutes "a family" and so forth).�
�
�
�
3. Have some empirical knowledge about social policy and the family in the following areas:�
�
�
�
a. Marriage, divorce, single-parenthood, separation, cohabitation and illegitimacy.�
�
b. Taxation and welfare benefits.�
�
�
�
4. Be aware that the relationship between a policy initiative and the social outcome of that policy (the effect that it has) may be quite different.�
�
�
�
5. Be familiar with the concept of "Care in the Community" and the implications this policy has for both family life and the role of males / females within the family.�
�
�
�
6. A reasonable level of familiarity with the concept of a "Welfare State" and its provisions is necessary.�
�
�
�
7. Be aware of the ways in which various social policies affect people at different stages in their family / life cycle.�
�










































RELIGION�
�
(Section a)�
�
THEORIES OF RELIGION�
�
�
�
1. As with all sections of the course, you need to have a very good understanding of:�
�
�
�
a. Basic theoretical perspectives�
�
b. A variety of theories of religion (both from the same and different perspectives).�
�
�
�
There are three basic perspectives at which you need to look:�
�
�
�
a. Functionalist�
�
b. Marxist�
�
c. Interactionist (include Weber in this section).�
�
�
�
2. Functionalist theories you need to be familiar with include:�
�
�
�
a. Durkheim (religion as a source of social integration).�
�
�
�
Here, you will need to employ the concepts of:�
�
�
�
1. A manifest function (e.g.. people are religious because they want to worship God)�
�
�
�
2. A latent function (i.e. A function or functions that may be unintended. For example, religion as a source of social integration and regulation - religion as the "celebration of society").�
�
�
�
b. Parsons (theory of increasing institutional differentiation and specialisation - also links-in with secularisation).�
�
�
�
c. Malinowski - in his study of Trobriand Islanders argued that one major function of religion was the easing of "social tension and anxiety".�
�
�
�
You need to understand the ideological aspect of religion, which basically involves, for Functionalists, the idea that religious ideological frameworks ("paradigms” or "world views") help to "explain the inexplicable" - questions like why crops fail in pre-modern societies or "meaning of life" in modern societies.�
�
�
�
d. Comte - theory of "three stages of social development" through which all societies pass:�
�
�
�
1. Religious.�
�
2. Metaphysical.�
�
3. Positive (scientific).�
�






Functionalist concepts you need to be able to apply:�
�
�
�
Anomie.�
�
Collective conscience�
�
Social solidarity�
�
Functional differentiation and specialisation.�
�
Celebration of society�
�
Manifest and latent functions.�
�
�
�
3. Marxist theories tend to centre around the work of Marx (religion as the opiate of the masses, etc.). �
�
�
�
The basic theory is that religion is part of the ideological superstructure of any society and part of its purpose is to "mystify" the real nature of the exploitative relationship between Capital and Labour.�
�
�
�
Religion as ideology (but in a different way to Functionalist usage).�
�
�
�
Concepts you will need to understand:�
�
�
�
a. Alienation (very important).�
�
b. Economic base (Infrastructure) and Political / Ideological Superstructure.�
�
c. Ideology.�
�
d. Capitalism.�
�
e. Conservative social force.�
�
�
�
4. Interactionist theories tend to see religion in ideological terms (similar to Functionalism insofar as religion represents a form of ideology or "cosmology").�
�
�
�
Theories include:�
�
�
�
Max Weber - religion as a source of social change (see section on religion and social change).�
�
�
�
Berger and Luckmann - religion represents a means of constructing a social framework of meaning for people (i.e. a set of ideas and related values that allows them to make sense of their world). An important concept here is that of "plausibility structure".�
�
�
�
5. General concepts you need to understand:�
�
�
�
a. Inclusive definition of religion�
�
b. Exclusive definition of religion.�
�
c. Difference between religious and scientific ideological frameworks.�
�









(Section b)�
�
CHURCH, DENOMINATION, SECT AND CULT�
�
�
�
1. You need to have a good working knowledge of how to define the concept of religion (both in terms of what it is and what it is not).�
�
�
�
2. You need to be able to define the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Church�
�
b. Denomination�
�
c. Sect�
�
d. Cult�
�
�
�
You need to be quite clear about the way in which Church and Sect can be differentiated and it may be worthwhile thinking about 4 - 5 basic differences here.�
�
�
�
3. You need to have a knowledge of different types of religious organisation:�
�
�
�
Church-type and�
�
Sect-type.�
�
�
�
4. A good understanding of some different typologies of sects is required. For example:�
�
�
�
Yinger�
�
Wallis.�
�
�
�
5. You need to be able to explain why people join sects (Glock and stark are useful here) and to be able to relate the growth of sects to social change (concept of anomie is useful).�
�
�
�
6. Prepare some examples of different types of sect and church as a means of applying your knowledge. for example:�
�
�
�
Church - Protestant, Catholic, Hindu, Islam, Judaism.�
�
�
�
Sect - Hare Krishna, Moonies, Scientology.�
�
�
�
7. An understanding of the term "New Religious Movement" would be useful (and can also be applied in the secularisation section).�
�



























(Section c)�
�
RELIGION AND SOCIAL CHANGE�
�
�
�
1. As a background to revision in this section you should be familiar with Marx's basic views on religion:�
�
�
�
a. As an ideology�
�
b. As a conservative social force.�
�
�
�
2. You can use the standard juxtaposition between Marx and Weber's perspectives on religion to cover this area. However, you should avoid simply learning "Marx and Weber on the relationship between religion and Capitalism", since it is unlikely that any question in this area will be that straight-forward.�
�
�
�
What is required, therefore, is for you to understand the basic theoretical principles involved in the work of Marx and Weber in this area; once these are understood it should be possible to apply them to any question relating to social change.�
�
�
�
It would, therefore, be useful to create a revision list containing "5+ things I know about..." both Marx and Weber in relation to their perspective on religion.�
�
�
�
3. You need to understand the following ideas:�
�
�
�
a. A mono-causal approach to change.�
�
b. A multi-causal approach to change.�
�
c. Social change (what is it and how easy is it to define)�
�
d. A conservative social force.�
�
�
�
As with many concepts in the area of religion, it is frequently difficult to attach hard-and-fast definitions (the concept of secularisation, for example, is notoriously difficult to define). In this respect, you should always be aware that, methodologically, it may not always be very easy to operationalize certain concepts...�
�
�
�
4.You need to understand the concept of New Religious Movements (sects) and be familiar with some examples of such NRM's (this will be useful in the sections on Church and Sect and also Secularisation).�
�
�
�
5. Most explanations of New Religious Movements utilise one of two basic concepts:�
�
�
�
a. Anomie (always a useful concept in the context of social change)�
�
�
�
b. The increasing globalisation of the mass media and new technologies (religions can transmit to far greater number now than in the past).�
�









(Section d)�
�
CHANGING NATURE OF BELIEFS�
�
and�
�
(Section e)�
�
SECULARISATION�
�
�
�
These two sections can be revised together because any consideration of the process of secularisation will automatically involve a discussion of the changing nature of religious beliefs in society.�
�
�
�
1. You need to be aware that in order to talk about secularisation taking   place / having taken place it will always involve some form of comparative historical analysis - we have to compare the past with the present.�
�
�
�
2. Any discussion of changing religious beliefs will also need to make reference to various types of ideological framework, mainly:�
�
�
�
a. Religious ideological frameworks�
�
b. Scientific ideological frameworks.�
�
�
�
You should, therefore, familiarise yourself with the concept of ideology and the way in which ideologies are sets of inter-related values that act as guides for our beliefs and behaviour.�
�
�
�
3. Secularisation itself is a concept that has no simple definition; be familiar with some of the basic definitions provided by writers such as Wilson, Weber, Berger and the like (Work Out Sociology is good on this).�
�
�
�
4. Comte's idea about "stages of social development" are applicable to the concept of secularisation, so you should have a working knowledge of Comte's ideas.�
�
�
�
5. Wilson provides a useful way of operationalizing the concept of secularisation, in terms of:�
�
�
�
a. Religious practice.�
�
b. Religious organisation.�
�
c. Religious belief.�
�
�
�
Familiarise yourself with some basic empirical evidence to support your understanding of these useful "organisational concepts" (i.e. they help you to organise an answer in this area of the course).�
�
�
�
6. Use the concepts of reliability and validity when discussing Church attendance / membership.�
�















7. Parsons' Functionalist view uses the concepts of institutional differentiation and specialisation to argue that whilst religious practice and organisation necessarily declines in modern industrial societies, religious organisations focus on their "core concerns" of spiritual values , moral guide-lines and the like (which is interesting in the light of frequent criticism of the Church of England by government ministers for being too "politically involved" in the affairs of government).�
�
�
�
8. You should be aware from other sections of the course that most sociologists (Durkheim, Marx, Weber and so forth) tend to argue that modern industrial societies are, for various reasons, less overtly religious than pre-modern societies.�
�
�
�
�
�












































































































(Section e)�
�
RELIGIOUS PLURALISM, BELIEFS AND SOCIAL POSITION�
�
�
�
Again, this is a bit of a "catch-all" section of the course, involving a number of different areas of religious belief and activity.�
�
�
�
1. You need to be familiar with the vast range of religions and religious practices in the world (various Study Packs provide the necessary background - especially where various forms of religious belief / activity are outlined / defined). In particular, "religious pluralism" can refer to:�
�
�
�
a. Different forms of Christian / Non-Christian beliefs.�
�
b. Different forms of religion (e.g. Animism, Totemism and the like).�
�
�
�
2. You need to understand religious pluralism and changing beliefs in the context of the secularisation debate. familiarise yourself with the basic arguments for and against the idea that religious pluralism (for example, the expanding number of religious sects in the world) is indicative of the decline / strength of religions.�
�
�
�
3. Understand the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a, Sub-cultural differentiation (cultural heterogeneity)�
�
b. Role of mass communications in spread of religious ideas.�
�
�
�
4. familiarise yourself with the relationship between religious practice and the concepts of:�
�
�
�
a. Social class�
�
b. Age.�
�
c. Gender.�
�
�
�
You need to have some knowledge of empirical evidence in relation to each of the above.�
�
�
�
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